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   The faith confession of  
St. Thomas the Apostle, “My Lord 
and My God”, stands in the history 
as the most profound confession 
on Jesus’ true identity. ‘Lord’ and 
‘God’ are the equivalent words 
for the Greek terms ‘Kyrios’ and 
‘Theos’ respectively used to denote 
the Hebrew words ‘Yahweh’ and 
‘Elohim’, two expressions used 
to address the Almighty One. 
Making use of these words to the 
Resurrected Lord, Thomas equates 
Jesus to the Absolute Deity. He 
connects the Old Testament and 
New Testament understanding of 
God. 
 St. Thomas Syro-Malabar 
Catholic Diocese of Chicago, by 
living and experiencing the faith 
confession of her patron through 
the celebration of her liturgy, aims 
at the deepening of the identity and 
heritage of Syro-Malabar Church in 
the United States of America.
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By the grace of God, Mar Jacob Angadiath, the 
Bishop of St. Thomas Syro-Malabar Catholic 
Diocese of Chicago and Permanent Apostolic 
Visitator to Canada, send this greeting and 
message to all the priests, men and women 
religious, and beloved people of God, living 
in USA and Canada.

“Glory to God in the highest”, Amen.

Pastoral Letter
No. 22/2014

Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Lord,

We are in the preparation for welcoming Son of God who was born 

of Blessed Virgin Mary by the power of the Holy Spirit. Christmas 

celebrates God’s love, peace and hope to humankind. Let us prepare ourselves 

to enjoy the blessings of Christmas in our individual and family life and ask 

the divine grace to be the heralds of the message of joy, peace and hope 

everywhere. During this Christmas season let us make an ardent prayer to 

the Lord   together with St. Francis of Assissi:

“Lord, make me an instrument of Your Peace. Where there is hatred, 

let me sow love; Where there is injury, pardon; Where there is doubt, faith; 

Year of Family & 
of Consecrated Life
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Where there is despair, hope; Where there is darkness, light; Where there is 

sadness, joy”.

Christmas is the celebration of God’s presence in the midst of human 

beings. God descends from heaven to make His abode with us. The Lord said 

unto Abraham: “I am the Almighty God: walk before me, and be perfect” 

(Gen 17,1). To walk before God or to be in his presence is the fundamental 

responsibility of all human beings. During this Christmas, let us make sure 

God’s loving presence in our life situations and respond to that presence 

positively in all possible ways. 

God wishes family to be the heaven on earth. He gave form to the first 

family with the intension of making it a paradise/heaven. He wished the 

primordial couple to be in His presence and to participate in His life and 

mission. This is the dream of God about each and every family. 

The power of Evil who destroyed the first parents’ life in the Garden of 

Eden, continues his strong influence to turn away our families from God. Our 

families confront lot of struggles and problems in fulfilling their responsibilities 

according to the teachings of the Church, especially in the present society 

which is characterized by the dictatorship of relativism and other dangers in 

the social, cultural, scientific, political, economic, and communication spheres. 

Relativism makes people to stay away from the Church, leading them to an 

immoral life and a broken relationship with God and fellow beings. It destructs 

family bonds and leads to the loss of values and lack of faith within the family. 

Bishops’ special Synod, held in Rome from October 5-19, 2014 

was discussing “the Pastoral Challenges to the Family in the Context of 

Evangelization”. In the presence of various challenges to family, it is the 

fundamental duty of the Church to provide better pastoral care to our families. 
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It is the responsibility of the parish community to cater the various pastoral 

needs of the family life. In view of giving better co-ordination and animation 

to the various programs for the psycho-social and spiritual empowerment of 

the families at the parish and mission levels a Diocesan Family Apostolate is 

established. 

As per the discussions held in the last meeting of Diocesan Pastoral 

Council and Priest Conference, hereby I announce a “Year of Family” from 

December 25, 2014 to December 25, 2015 to be observed in our diocese.  

“You are God’s field, God’s Household” (I Cor 3,9). Let this be our motto for 

this family year.  The official inauguration of this Family Year is to be done in 

our parishes and missions on December 25, 2014. Rev. Fathers are requested 

to follow the pastoral recommendations for the Family Year at the parish and 

mission level given from the diocesan center.  

It is also a matter of great joy that ‘Eighth World Meeting of Families’ 

takes place in Philadelphia (September 22-27, 2015) during the observance 

of Family Year in our diocese. The theme for this family meet is: “Love is our 

Mission: the Family Fully Alive”. Together with the universal Church, let us 

try our best to make our families fully alive in love. May the Baby Jesus who 

became the center of family through his Incarnation shower His abundant 

graces on our families. Let the Holy Family of Nazareth be the right model to 

our families in accomplishing the responsibilities entrusted by God.

The universal Church observes a Year of Consecrated Life from 

November 30, 2014 to February 02, 2016. The aim of this year is taken from 

the Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Vita Consecrata: “You have not only 

a glorious history to remember and to recount, but also a great history still to 

be accomplished! Look to the future, where the Spirit is sending you in order 
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to do even greater things” (No. 110). The three focuses of the Year of the 

Consecrated are:  1) look to the past with gratitude, 2) live the present with 

passion, 3) embrace the future with hope.  

The consecrated life is a gift to the Church. It is at the heart of the 

Church, a decisive element of her mission. Let us thank God for the wonderful 

blessings, received through the life of consecrated persons and pray for more 

vocations to religious and consecrated life. In a special way let us raise our 

hearts to Almighty God in gratitude for raising two consecrated persons from 

our Syro-Malabar Church, St. Chavara Kuriakose and St. Euphrasia, to the 

zenith of holiness. Let us translate their life in the imitation of Christ in our 

day to day life. 

The life of baptized persons who lead a consecrated life or family life 

should be inspired by the Word of God that became flesh in the person of 

Jesus Christ. He is the prophet whose presence gives us hope and vision to 

lead our life with great joy and confidence in the midst of the difficulties of 

life. This is the message of Christmas. 

Wish you all a Merry Christmas and Blessed New Year. May the grace of 

Baby Jesus be with you always.

Mar Jacob Angadiath
Bishop, St. Thomas Syro-Malabar Catholic Diocese of Chicago

NB: The pastoral letter read publically in our parishes and missions during  
the celebration of Holy Qurbana on December 14, 2014.
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 ssZhm-\p-{K-l-¯mÂ, Nn¡mtKm skâv tXmakv  
kotdmþ-a-e-_mÀ cq]-X-bpsS A²y-£\pw Im\-Um-
bpsS A¸kvtXm-enIv hnkn-tä-ä-dp-amb amÀ tP¡_v 
A§m-Sn-b¯v Ata-cn-¡-bn-sebpw Im\-Um-bn-sebpw 
kotdm-þ-a-e-_mÀ k`m-k-aq-l-§-fnse FÃm sshZn-
IÀ¡pw k\y-kvXÀ¡pw ssZh-P-\-¯n\pw Fgp-Xp-¶-Xv.

CS-b-te-J\w
No. 22/2014

anin-lm-bnÂ {]nb ktlm-Zco, ktlm-Z-c-·mtc,

IpSpw-_-̨ -k-a¿∏nX h¿jm-N-cWw

]cn-ip-≤m-fl-i-‡n-bm¬ ]cn-ip≤ I\y-Im-a-dn-b-Øn¬\n∂pw P\n® ssZh-]p-{Xs\ kzoI-

cn-°m≥ \mw Hcp-ßp-I-bm-W-t√m. {InkvXp-a v kvt\l-Øn-s‚bpw, kam-[m-\-Øn-s‚bpw

{]Xym-i-bp-sSbpw Xncp-∂m-fm-Wv. DÆn-an-in-lm-bpsS Xncp-∏n-dhn \¬Ip∂ A\p-{K-l-ßƒ

{]m]n-°m≥ \sΩbpw IpSpw-_-ß-sfbpw k÷-am-°mw. F√m-bn-SØpw kt¥m-j-Øn-s‚bpw

kam-[m-\-Øn-s‚bpw {]Xym-i-bp-sSbpw ktµ-i-hm-l-I-cm-Im-\p≈ ssZh-Ir-]-bv°mbn \ap°p

{]m¿∞n°mw. A o- n-bnse hnip≤ {^m≥kn-kn-t\mSp tN¿∂v, Cu {InkvXp-a v thf-

bn¬ ssZh-tØmSv \ap°v Bflm¿∞-ambn At]-£n-°mw.

‘I¿Øm-th, Fs∂ Aß-bpsS kam-[m-\-Øns‚

Hcp-]-I-cWam°-W-sa.

hntZz-j-ap-≈n-SØv kvt\lhpw

t{Zml-ap-≈n-SØv £abpw

ktµ-l-ap-≈n-SØv hnizm-khpw

\ncm-i-bp-≈n-SØv {]Xym-ibpw

A‘-Im-c-ap-≈n-SØv {]Im-ihpw

k¥m-]-ap-≈n-SØv kt¥mjhpw Rm≥ hnX-bv°s´.’

IpSpw-_-̨ -k-a¿∏nX h¿jm-N-cWw

]cn-ip-≤m-fl-i-‡n-bm¬ ]cn-ip≤ I\y-Im-a-dn-b-Øn¬\n∂pw P\n® ssZh-]p-{Xs\ kzoI-

cn-°m≥ \mw Hcp-ßp-I-bm-W-t√m. {InkvXp-a v kvt\l-Øn-s‚bpw, kam-[m-\-Øn-s‚bpw

{]Xym-i-bp-sSbpw Xncp-∂m-fm-Wv. DÆn-an-in-lm-bpsS Xncp-∏n-dhn \¬Ip∂ A\p-{K-l-ßƒ

{]m]n-°m≥ \sΩbpw IpSpw-_-ß-sfbpw k÷-am-°mw. F√m-bn-SØpw kt¥m-j-Øn-s‚bpw

kam-[m-\-Øn-s‚bpw {]Xym-i-bp-sSbpw ktµ-i-hm-l-I-cm-Im-\p≈ ssZh-Ir-]-bv°mbn \ap°p

{]m¿∞n°mw. A o- n-bnse hnip≤ {^m≥kn-kn-t\mSp tN¿∂v, Cu {InkvXp-a v thf-

bn¬ ssZh-tØmSv \ap°v Bflm¿∞-ambn At]-£n-°mw.

‘I¿Øm-th, Fs∂ Aß-bpsS kam-[m-\-Øns‚

Hcp-]-I-cWam°-W-sa.

hntZz-j-ap-≈n-SØv kvt\lhpw

t{Zml-ap-≈n-SØv £abpw

ktµ-l-ap-≈n-SØv hnizm-khpw

\ncm-i-bp-≈n-SØv {]Xym-ibpw

A‘-Im-c-ap-≈n-SØv {]Im-ihpw

k¥m-]-ap-≈n-SØv kt¥mjhpw Rm≥ hnX-bv°s´.’
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a\p-jy-cpsS CS-bn-ep≈ ssZh-km-∂n-[y-Øns‚ BtLm-j-amWv {InkvXp-a- v. a\p-

jy-tcm-sSmØv hkn-°m-\mbn ssZhw kz¿§-Øn¬ \n∂v Cdßn hcp-∂p. ]q¿∆ ]nXm-hmb

A{_m-l-tØmSv ssZhw Acp-fn-sNbvXp: “k¿∆i‡-\mb ssZh-amWv Rm≥; Fs‚ apºn¬

hym]-cn-°pI; Ip‰-a-‰-h-\mbn h¿Øn-°pI” (D¬] 17,1). ssZh-km-∂n-[y-Øn¬ Pohn-°pI

F∂-XmWv Hmtcm a\p-jy-s‚bpw {]Y-ahpw {][m-\-hp-amb IS-a. Cu {InkvXp-a v ImeØv

\ap°v \ΩpsS Pohn-X-Øns‚ hyXy-kvX-ßfmb I¿Ω-th-Zn-I-fn¬ ssZh-km-∂n[yw Dd-∏p-

h-cp-Øp-Ibpw, B km∂n-[y-tØmSv {Inbm-fl-I-ambn {]Xn-I-cn-°p-Ibpw sNømw.

ssZhw sa\-s™-SpØ `qan-bnse kz¿§-amWv IpSpw-_w. ssZh-km-∂n[yw \nd-™p-

\n¬°p∂ ]dp-Zok Bbn-cn-°pI F∂ e£y-tØm-sS-bmWv ssZhw BZy IpSpw_-_-Øn\v

cq]w \¬In-b-Xv. ssZh-km-∂n-[y-Øns‚ AS-bm-f-amb ]dp-Zo-k-bn¬ Bbn-cp-∂p-sIm≠v

Xs‚ Pohn-X-Ønepw ZuXy-Ønepw BZy-Z-º-Xn-Iƒ ]¶p-Im-cm-I-W-sa∂v ssZhw B{K-

ln-®p. CXp-X-s∂-bmWv Hmtcm IpSpw-_-sØbpw kw_-‘n-®p≈ ssZhnI ]≤-Xn.

GtZ≥ tXm -́Øn¬ BZn-am-Xm-]n-Xm-°-∑m-cpsS ku`m-Ky-]q¿Æ-amb Pohn-XsØ \in-

∏n® ss]im-NnI i‡n, \ΩpsS IpSpw-_-ßsf ssZh-Øn¬ \n∂pw AI-‰m-\mbn kZm

]cn-{i-an-°p-∂p. ssZhnI kwhn-[m-\-ßƒ°pw, {InkvXp-hns‚ XpS¿®-bmb k`-bpsS

{]t_m-[-\-ßƒ°pw A\p-k-cn®v IpSpw-_-Po-hn-X-Øns‚ DØ-c-hm-Zn-Xz-ßƒ \n¿h-ln-°p-

∂-Xn¬ C∂v ss{IkvXh IpSpw-_-ßƒ ISpØ sh√p-hn-fn-Ifpw ]co-£-W-ßfpw t\cn-

Sp-∂p. kXy-Øns‚ hkvXp-\n-jvT-Xsb \ncm-I-cn-®p-sIm-≠v, hy‡n-]-c-amb A`n-{]m-b-ßsf

Bh-iym-\p-k-cWw hymJym-\-ßƒ°v hnt[-b-am-°p-∂, B[p-\nI a\p-jys‚ apJ-ap-{Z-bmb

Bt]-£nI kn≤m-¥-Øns‚ AXn-{]-k-c-W-hpw, kmaq-ln-I-˛-kmw-kv°m-cnI aWvU-e-ß-

fn-epw, cmjv{So-b-̨ -km-º-ØnI taJ-e-I-fnepw kº¿°-̨ -am-[ya cwK-ß-fnepw ImWp∂ A]-

I-S-I-c-amb {]h-W-X-Ifpw IpSpw-_-Po-hn-X-Øn\v h¿≤n® sh√p-hn-fn-I-fp-b¿Øp-∂p. Bt]-

£nI kn≤m-¥-Øns‚ AXn-{]-k-cWw hy‡n-Isf k`-bn¬\n∂pw AI-‰p-∂-tXm-sSm∏w,

[m¿ΩnI A[x-]-X-\-Øn-te-°pw, ssZhhpw ktlm-Z-c-ß-fp-am-bp≈ _‘-ß-fpsS XI¿®-

bn-te°pw IpSpw-_-_-‘-ß-fpsS inYn-eo-I-c-W-Øn-te°pw \bn-°p∂p; aqey-tim-j-W-Øn\pw

hnizm-k-X-I¿®bv°pw Imc-W-am-°p-∂p.

B[p-\n-I-tem-IØv IpSpw-_-ßƒ t\cn-Sp∂ {]Xn-k-‘n-Isf Ipdn®v k` XnI®pw

t_m[-hXn-bmWv F∂-Xns‚ hy‡-amb AS-bm-f-amWv ‘kphntij-h-XvI-c-W-Øns‚ ]›m-

Ø-e-Øn¬ IpSpw-_-ßƒ t\cn-Sp∂ AP-]m-e-\-]-c-amb sh√p-hn-fn-Iƒ’ F∂ hnj-b-sØ-

°p-dn®v ]Tn-°m-\mbn 2014 HIvtSm-_¿ 5 apX¬ 19 hsc Xob-Xn-I-fn¬ tdman¬ h®v \S∂

sa{Xm-∑m-cpsS kn\-Uv. IpSpw_w t\cn-Sp∂ sh√p-hn-fn-I-fpsS ]›m-Ø-e-Øn¬, IpSpw-_-

ß-fpsS AP-]m-e\ ip{iq-jbv°v ap¥nb ]cn-K-W\ \¬IpI F∂Xv k -̀bpsS {][m-\-
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s∏´ DØ-c-hm-Zn-Xz-am-Wv. IpSpw-_-Po-hn-X-Øns‚ AP-]m-e-\-]-c-amb Bh-iy-ßƒ \nd-th-

‰pI F∂Xv CS-h-I-k-aq-l-Øns‚ apJy-amb IS-a-bm-Wv.

\ΩpsS cq]-X-bnse IpSpw-_-ß-fpsS am\-kn-Ihpw˛km-aq-ln-I-hpw-˛-B-flo-b-hp-

amb im‡o-I-c-W-Øn\v klm-b-I-am-Ip∂ AP-]m-e-\-{]-h¿Ø-\-ßƒ°v CS-hI/anj≥

Xe-Øn¬ IqSp-X¬ GIo-I-c-Whpw t{]m’m-l-\hpw \¬Ip-∂-Xn-\mbn cq]-Xm-X-e-Øn¬

^manen At∏m-Ã-te-‰n\v cq]w \¬In-b-Xmbn Cu Ah-k-c-Øn¬ Rm≥ \nß-fpsS {i≤-

bn¬ s]Sp-Øp-I-bm-Wv. AtXm-sSm-∏w-Xs∂, Cu h¿jsØ ]mÃ-d¬ Iu¨kn¬ ktΩ-f-\-

Øn-epw, sshZnI Iq´m-bva-bnepw N¿® sNbvXv Xocp-am-\n-®-X-\p-k-cn®v 2014 Unkw-_¿

25-̨ mw XobXn apX¬ 2015 Unkw-_¿ 25-̨ mw XobXn hsc \ΩpsS cq]-X-bn¬ IpSpw-_-

h¿j-ambn BN-cn-°p-∂-Xm-sW∂v Gh-scbpw Adn-bn-°p-∂p. “\nßƒ ssZh-Øns‚

hbepw hoSpw BIp∂p” (1 sImdn 3,9) F∂ Xncp-h-N-\-amWv IpSpw-_-h¿jm-N-c-W-Øns‚

e£y-ambn kzoI-cn-®n-cn-°p-∂-Xv. IpSpw-_-h¿jm-N-c-W-Øns‚ HutZym-Kn-I-amb DZvLm-S\w

\ΩpsS F√m CS-h-I-I-fnepw anj-\p-I-fnepw 2014 Unkw-_¿ 25-˛mw XobXn hnip≤

Ip¿_m\ at[y \S-tØ-≠-Xm-Wv. IpSpw-_-h¿jm-N-c-W-tØm-S-\p-_-‘n®v \ΩpsS cq]-X-bnse

CS-h-I-I-fnepw anj-\p-I-fnepw \S-∏n¬ hcp-Øm-\mbn cq]Xm tI{µ-Øn¬ \n∂pw \¬I-

s∏-Sp∂ \n¿t±-i-ß-tfmSv _lp-am-\-s∏´ sshZn-Icpw Aevamb ktlm-Z-c-ßfpw k¿∆m-

fl\m kl-I-cn-°-W-sa∂v Xmev]-cy-s∏-Sp-∂p.

\-ΩpsS cq]-X-bn¬ BN-cn-°-s∏-Sp∂ IpSpw-_-h¿j-Øns‚ Ah-k-c-Øn¬ Xs∂

F´m-aXv temI-Ip-Spw-_-k-tΩ-f\w ^nem-sU¬^n-b-bn¬ h®v 2015 sk]v‰w-_¿ 22 apX¬

27 hsc Xob-Xn-I-fn¬ \S-Ø-s∏-Sp∂p F∂Xpw XnI®pw kt¥m-j-I-c-amb hkvXp-X

-bm-Wv. “kvt\lw \ΩpsS ZuXyw, ]q¿Æ-X-bn¬ Pohn-°p∂ IpSpw_w” F∂XmWv Cu

IpSpw-_-k-tΩ-f-\-Øns‚ apJy {]ta-bw. km¿∆-{XnI k -̀tbmSv tN¿∂v \n∂p-sIm-≠v, \ΩpsS

IpSpw-_-ßsf kvt\lØns‚ ]q¿ÆX Pohn-°p∂ `h-\-ß-fm°n cq]-s∏-Sp-Ømw. a\p-

jym-h-Xm-c-Øn-eqsS IpSpw-_-Øn¬ P\n-°p-Ibpw AXns‚ tI{µ-ambn amdp-Ibpw sNbvX

ssZh-]p-{Xs‚ Znhy-amb km∂n-[yhpw A\p-{K-lhpw \ΩpsS cq]-X-bnse F√m IpSpw-_-

ß-fnepw kar-≤n-bn¬ D≠m-I-s -́sb∂v {]m¿∞n-°p-∂p. \{k-Ønse Xncp-°p-Spw-_-Øns‚

al-\ob amXr-I-bn¬ DØ-a-amb IpSpw-_-Po-hnXw \bn-°m\pw ssZhw `c-ta¬∏n-°p∂ DØ-

c-hm-Zn-Xz-ßƒ bYm-hn[n \n¿∆-ln-°m\pw amXm-]n-Xm-°-∑m-scbpw a°-sfbpw Rm≥ DZvt_m-

[n-∏n-°p-∂p.

km¿∆-{XnI k` 2014 \hw-_¿ 30 apX¬ 2016 s^{_p-hcn 2˛mw XobXn hsc

ka¿∏nX h¿j-ambn BN-cn-°p-I-bmWt√m. “ka¿∏n-X¿°v Hm¿Ωn-°m\pw a‰p-≈-hsc
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Hm¿Ωn-∏n-°m-\p-ambn kº-∂hpw al-Ø-c-hp-amb Hcp Ncn-{X-tØm-sSm-∏w, C\nbpw ]q¿Øo-

I-cn-t°-≠ henb ZuXy-hp-ap-≠v. `mhn-bn-te°v t\m°pI! ssZh-Øns‚ Bflmhv henb

Imcy-ßƒ°mbn \nßsf Ab-bv°p-∂p” (k-a¿∏nX PohnXw No. 110). A¿∞kºp-jvS-amb

Cu hm°p-I-fmWv ka¿∏n-X-h¿jm-N-c-W-Øns‚ e£y-ambn ]cn-ip≤ ]nXmhv {^m≥knkv

am¿]m∏ \¬In-bn-cn-°p-∂-Xv. \µn-tbm-Sp-IqSn ka¿∏n-X-Po-hn-X-Øns‚ C∂-e-I-fn-te°v

t\m°p-I, Bth-i-tØmsS C∂sØ temIØv B Pohn-X-ssien Pohn-°pI; XnI™ {]Xym-

i-tbmsS `mhnsb Bt«-jn-°p-I. Cu aq∂p Imcy-ßƒ°mWv ka¿∏nX h¿jm-N-cWw Du∂¬

\¬Ip-∂-Xv.

ssZhw k`bv°v \¬In-bn-cn-°p∂ hne-s∏´ Zm\-am-Wv ka¿∏nX PohnXw. AXv k -̀

bpsS lrZ-b-ÿm-\Øv \ne-sIm-≈p-Ibpw Ah-fpsS ZuXy\n¿∆-l-W-Øn¬ \n¿Æm-bI ]¶p-

h-ln-°p-Ibpw sNøp-∂p. ka¿∏n-X-cpsS Pohn-X-Øn-eqsS ssZhw \ap°v \¬In-bn-cn-°p∂

\nc-h-[n-bmb A\p-{K-l-ßƒ°v \µn {]Im-in-∏n-°p-∂-tXm-sSm-∏w, Cu PohnX ssien-bn-te°v

IqSp-X¬ ssZh-hn-fn-Iƒ D≠m-Ip-∂-Xn-\mbn {]m¿∞n-°p-Ibpw sNømw. DØ-a-amb ka¿∏n-

X-Po-hnXw \bn® hnip≤ Nmh-d-b-®-s\bpw Fhp-{]m-kn-bm-Ω-sbbpw hnip-≤n-bpsS D∂-Xn-

bn-te°v Db¿Ønb ssZh-Øn\v \ap°v IrX-⁄X A¿∏n-°p-Ibpw, A\p-Zn\ Pohn-X-Øn¬

Ah-cpsS al-\ob amXrI A\p-I-cn-°m≥ ]cn-{i-an-°p-Ibpw sNømw.

ka¿∏n-X-Po-hnXw \bn-°p-∂-h-cpsS am{X-a-√, amtΩm-Zok kzoI-cn® F√m hy‡n-I-

fp-sSbpw PohnXw a\p-jy-\mbn Ah-X-cn® ssZh-h-N-\-Øm¬ {]tim-`n-X-am-I-Ww. hN\w

amwkcq]w [cn® Cutim-an-in-lm-bpsS km∂n-[yw, sh√p-hn-fn-I-fp-sSbpw {]Xn-k-‘n-I-fp-sSbpw

\Sp-hn-eqsS IS-∂p-t]m-Ip-∂ \ΩpsS Pohn-X-Øn\v {]Xo-£bpw Bflob ImgvN-∏m-Sp-Ifpw

\¬Ipw. C√m-bva-I-fp-sSbpw thZ-\-I-fp-sSbpw at[y ]p¬°q-́ n¬ ]nd∂ ssZh-]p-{X≥ ka¿∏n-

X¿°pw IpSpw-_-Po-hnXw \bn-°p-∂-h¿°pw \¬Ip∂ ktµiw CXm-Wv.

\nßƒs°-√m-h¿°pw {InkvXp-a v˛\-h-h-’-cm-iw-k-Iƒ t\cp-∂p. a\p-jy-\mbn Ah-

X-cn® ssZh-]p-{Xs‚ Ir]bpw km∂n-[yhpw \nßtfmSp-IqSn Ft∏mgpw D≠m-bn-cn-°-s´.

kvt\l-]q¿∆w

am¿ tP°_v Aßm-Sn-bØv

jn°mtKm kotdm-˛-a-e-_m¿ cq]-X-bpsS A≤y-£≥

2014 Unkw-_¿ 14-˛mw XobXn Rmb-dmgvN \ΩpsS cq]-X-bnse
CS-h-I-I-fnepw anj-\p-I-fnepw Ip¿_m-\-a-t[y hmbn-® CS-b-te-J-\w.
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Circular 
No. 23/2014

Directions  
to be followed  in the  

Liturgical Celebration
Dear and Reverend Fathers,

“Glory to God in the Highest”, Amen.

Remembering the Good News of the birth of Jesus Christ, we are entering 
into another cycle of the Liturgical Year. The liturgical Year is the golden 

path that leads the faithful to heaven. It connects the earth with the heaven. 
Through repeated celebration of the liturgical year the worshiping community 
is guided to grow in God-experience and enter deeply into the mysteries of 
Christ and finally to reach the destination, heaven. 

In the Church the faithful are blessed with the opportunities of 
experiencing the divine mysteries of salvation through their commemoration 
in different liturgical seasons. Meditating and experiencing the divine 
mysteries, represented by each season of the Liturgical Year, the faithful are 
invited to follow Jesus Christ in an authentic manner on their journey to the 
Kingdom of God. The liturgical year of the Syro-Malabar Church is basically 
rooted on the divine mysteries of salvation, accomplished in Jesus Christ. The 
feasts of our Lord Jesus Christ and of the saints are arranged in such a way that 
they suit to the spirit of each season. On the basis of the salvific mysteries of 
Jesus Christ, in    Syro-Malabar Church, the liturgical year is divided into nine: 
period of Annunciation, Nativity, Epiphany, Lent, Resurrection, Apostles, 
Kaitha, Elijah-Sleeha-Moses and Dedication of the Church, where as in 
Latin tradition we find only five: Advent, Christumas, Lent, Resurrection and 
Ordinary season. 

The content of different liturgical seasons – Christ’s salvific 
mysteries starting from His birth to the Second Coming and the eternal 
life of communion with God reaching its culmination in the eschatological 
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paradise – is commemorated in the celebration of Holy Qurbana of Syro-
Malabar tradition. Only through constant study and meditation we can have 
experiential knowledge of these divine mysteries, celebrated in the Holy 
Qurbana.  Therefore I earnestly request all Rev. Fathers, serving in our diocese 
to make use of every opportunity to give timely teachings to the faithful on the 
prayers, gestures, symbols and liturgical seasons in the celebration of Holy 
Qurbana. I request all concerned to follow the Guidelines for the celebration 
of Holy Qurbana in our diocese given in the Circular No. 5/2012 (Diocesan 
Bulletin, December 2012, pages 19-23). In addition to those guidelines, the 
following directions, as it was informed in the Presbyterium-2014, are to be 
followed in the celebration of Holy Qurbana.

1. The mode of remembering of Major Archbishop, Bishops, Auxiliary 
Bishop, Consecrated Persons and lay Missionaries in karozuth and 
Priest’s intercessory prayer.

2. Insertion of the name St. Joseph in the prayer of Remembrance (prose 
and hymn) after the offering of the gifts of Bread and Wine.

3. Recitation of the prayer for peace (swargavaasikalude samadhanavum), 
given in the Thaksa after the kanona of the fourth Gehanta prayer.

These directions are to be followed in the celebration of Holy Qurbana 
with the beginning of new cycle of the liturgical year on November 30, 2014. 
The forms of prayers for the directions no. 1 & 2 are given below. It is not 
necessary to mention the house names of Major Archbishop and Bishops in 
the liturgical prayers. 

1.  Celebrant:

For the Supreme Pontiff Pope Francis, the ruler and head of the 
universal Church, for the Major Archbishop Mar George, the father 
and head of our church, for our bishop Mar Jacob, the father and 
head of our diocese, Auxiliary bishop Mar Joy, for all bishops, priests, 
consecrated persons, lay missionaries, for the entire holy Catholic 
Church, and for the rulers and all those who are in authority,……
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ImÀ½n-I³ :  

IÀ¯m-th, ià-\mb ssZh-ta, {][m-\m-Nm-cypw kmÀÆ{XnI k`-bpsS 

Xe-h\pw `c-Wm-[n-Im-cn-bp-amb tdmam-bnse amÀ {^m³knkv ]m¸m-bv¡p- 

th  nbpw R§fpsS k`-bpsS ]nXmhpw Xe-h-\p-amb  taPÀ BÀ¨v _nj-¸v  

amÀ  tPmÀÖv  sa{Xmt¸m-eo-¯mbv¡pth  - nbpw R§-fpsS ]nXmhpw tae-²yIvj 

\pamb amÀ tP¡_v sa{Xm-\p-th  - nbpw, amÀ tPmbn sa{Xm-\p-th  - nbpw ]ptcm-ln- 

X-·mÀ, kaÀ¸n-XÀ, Aevamb-t{]-jn-XÀ F¶n-hÀ¡p-th-   nbpw, hnip² It¯m-

en¡mk` apgp-h-\p -th-   nbpw, `c-W-IÀ¯m-¡Ä, tae-[n-Im-cn-IÄ F¶n-

hÀ¡p -th  - nbpw......

2.  Celebrant:

Glory be to the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Let us 
remember Virgin Mary, Mother of God and the righteous St. Joseph 
at this holy altar. 

ImÀ½n-I³ :  

]nXm-hn\pw ]p{X\pw ]cn-ip-²m-ßm-hn\pw kvXpXn. ssZh-am-Xm-hmb 
I\y-Im-a-dn-b-¯n-sâbpw \oXn-am-\mb amÀ butk-¸n-sâbpw kvacW hnip²  
_en-]o-T-¯n-¦Â D-    m-I-s«. 

Celebrant:

Glory be to the Father, to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Let 
there be the commemoration of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of 
God and the righteous St. Joseph at this holy altar.

ImÀ½n-I³ :  
  XmX-\p-a-Xp-t]m-em-ß-P\pw 

  Znhy dqlmbv¡pw kvXpXn-sb¶pw.

  ssZhmw-_n-I-tbbpw 

  amÀ butk-¸n-s\bpw

  kmZ-c-tamÀ¯oSmw

  ]mh-\-ao- _-en-bnÂ



18 19

St. Thomas Syro-Malabar
Catholic Diocese of Chicago

I invite your special attention to the following instructions also:

1. In the diocese stipend for Holy Qurbana is $ 10.00. Rev. Fathers are 
allowed to take only one stipend for Holy Qurbana on a day.

2. All Pastors are obliged to celebrate ten Holy Qurbana for the 
parishioners in a year. The days allotted for the same are: 1. Denha,  
2. Feast of St. Joseph  (March 19), 3. Easter, 4. Ascension, 5. Pentecost, 
6. Ss. Peter & Paul, 7. St. Thomas the Apostle (July 3), 8. Feast of 
Assumption, 9. Feast of Christ the King, 10. Christmas.

3. The marriage belonging to the category of Disparity of Cult is to be 
administered without celebration of Holy Qurbana according to the 
text published by the Commission for Liturgy, Major Episcopal Curia of 
Syro-Malabar Church (2012).

4. During the celebration of first Communion and Confirmation petitions 
of karozutha prayers are to be limited.

5. Try to provide more occasions for the reception of the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation (Confession).

6. Proper formation should be given to the faithful to understand better 
the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick.

7. Church consecration and rededication of the renovated church should 
be done in accordance with the new text book published by the Synod 
of Syro-Malabar Church in 2014.  

Yours sincerely in the Lord,

Mar Jacob Angadiath
Bishop
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Pastoral Letter
Prot. No. 3036/2014

GEORGE CARDINAL ALENCHERRY, the 
Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church, 
to the Archbishops, Bishops, Priests, Men and 
Women Religious and Lay Faithful of the Syro-
Malabar Church, May the Grace of the Lord be 
with you all!

My dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ,

“To be missionary” is the vocation of the Church. Every Christian is obliged 
to share with everyone else this call that he received at baptism. It is very 

appropriate to recall here the following words of St. Paul: “Woe to me if I do not 
preach the Gospel” (1 Cor.9:16). The apostles who have received the call for 
evangelization from Christ have discharged that role through their preaching 
as well as their life-witness. Similarly, the early Christian community lived out 
their call in its entirety and drew many to the community of the Church by 
being of one heart and mind. In that way, the Church spread to all the corners 
of the world.

Through the observance of the Mission Sunday, the Universal Catholic 
Church aims at the commemoration and celebration of this missionary task 
entrusted to the Church by Christ. The cooperation given by the faithful for 
the celebration of this Sunday is very praiseworthy. The Syro-Malabar Church, 
as one of the sui iuris Churches in the Universal Catholic Church, has its own 
mission eparchies and regions. The Synod of bishops of the Syro-Malabar 
Church has regarded that it is our obligation to be part of this endeavour and 
decided to set apart the Sunday after the Feast of the Denha as the “Syro-
Malabar Mission Sunday “in order to energize the missionary activity of the 
Church. The Synod held in August 2014 discussed the need to organize the 
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yearly celebration of the Syro-Malabar Mission Sunday more effectively and 
more meaningfully. On the basis of that discussion, the Syro-Malabar Mission 
Sunday will be celebrated from this year onwards with the cooperation of the 
Mission League, CLC and Jesus Youth. In 2015, the Syro-Malabar Mission 
Sunday celebration will be on 11th January.

Posters, prayer cards, circulars and envelopes to be given to the 
churches and institutions in connection with the celebration will be sent 
beforehand. Our pious associations will have to strive hard to create in the 
minds of the faithful greater awareness of the celebration of Syro-Malabar 
Mission Sunday. It would be very fitting to create opportunities during the 
Holy Qurbana on Mission Sunday for the missionary priests to share their 
mission experiences. It would also be fruitful to organize at the parish and 
Forane levels activities helpful to deepen this mission consciousness in the 
minds of the faithful. The celebration of the Syro-Malabar Mission Sunday is 
to be an occasion to discuss in Family Unit meetings and Catechetical classes 
the great service done by the Syro-Malabar Church in mission areas, and to 
raise funds for the promotion of missionary vocations and to support the 
missionary endeavours.

The call of the Divine Teacher to the apostles that “You will be witnesses 
to me in Jerusalem, in the whole of Judea and to the ends of the earth”  
(Acts 1:8) was fulfilled by the apostles Peter and Paul in Rome, by St. Thomas in 
India and by the other apostles in other parts of the world. The Syro-Malabar 
Church thrives on the tradition of St. Thomas Christians that was nurtured by 
the apostolate of St. Thomas the Apostle. It is the apostolic zeal of St. Thomas 
that is the driving force behind our missionary activities.

The contribution of our Church to the evangelization in India as well 
as in the world is indescribably great. We shall thank the Lord for giving 
us the grace to offer many missionaries to the Universal Church. We shall 
remember with gratitude the services of these great missionaries of the past 
who practiced in their lives the apostolic zeal imparted by St. Thomas.
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Our present Holy Father, Pope Francis reminds us that a Church without 
this missionary zeal is like the fig tree that was cursed by our Lord for not 
bearing fruit. A Church without missionary zeal is a lifeless Church. Apostolic 
zeal is the sign of its life (EN 14). Hence, evangelization is the co-responsibility, 
privilege and the obligation of the faithful. Even though evangelization is 
mentioned as the responsibility of all the faithful in all the official teachings 
of the Church, it has often been relegated, in practice, as a responsibility of 
priests who are pastors and a few missionaries who are working in mission 
areas which, of course, is a wrong perception. All the faithful have to 
participate in the ministry of evangelization through their prayer, sacrifice, 
financial contributions and voluntary help. All the faithful have to foster this 
participatory co-responsibility individually and as a community (Mission 
Policy 1, 5, 7, 9 – Guidelines for the Missionary activities of the Syro-Malabar 
Church).

We have to develop new methods and policies for evangelization in 
this age which is undergoing rapid changes. The Church has to be engaged 
in evangelization through the participation of the laity using the modern 
communication media. The active involvement of the laity will speed up the 
development of mission regions.

If the Church is missionary, the Christian families too are missionary 
by their very Christian nature (Mission Policy 7:6). Since the families are the 
nurturing ground for faith formation and daily witness to the values of the 
Gospel, they are to be evangelized by the exemplary lives of the parents and 
family prayers. Parents should be able to pray for missionaries and for the 
growth of missionary vocations.

We have to initiate more effective programmes in the church in order to 
foster the missionary orientation of the Syro-Malabar Church, to encourage 
missionary vocations through the active participation of the faithful, to 
ensure financial support of the faithful in the formation of priestly and 
religious formation and to more efficiently organize the collection of Mission 
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Fund. We are celebrating the Syro-Malabar Mission Sunday with this end in 
view. When the Church celebrated the Mission Year in 2011, the Synod of 
Bishops formed an association known as ASSM (Association of Supporters of 
Syro-Malabar Mission).  The main aim of this association is to financially help 
mission eparchies and regions. This association has already collected more 
than 1.75 crores through the contributions from our parishes, individuals 
and religious congregations. This amount was distributed to different mission 
eparchies and mission regions for their evangelization ministry.

I hope that all of us are able to responsibly fulfill in the midst of the severe 
challenges posed by our age the call of Jesus to “go into all the world and 
proclaim the good news to the whole world.” We shall pray for the success of 
the efforts of Mar Raphael Thattil, who has been appointed Apostolic Visitor 
to take care of the pastoral needs of the Syro-Malabar migrants in India and  
that of Mar Sebastian Vadakel who is looking after the pastoral needs of the 
Syro-Malabar faithful abroad. Let the words of St. Thomas, “We shall go and 
die with him” inflame our missionary zeal.  Praying that the intercession of 
St. Thomas help us to bear witness to Christ by actively participating in the 
evangelizing mission of the Church, I bless you in the name of the Father + 
and the Son + and the Holy Spirit.

Lovingly in Christ Jesus,

George Cardinal Alencherry
Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church

Given from the Major Archiepiscopal Curia of the Syro-Malabar Church 
at Mount St Thomas, Kakkanad, on 24 th   November 2014.

Note: This pastoral letter is to be read out during the Holy Mass on 4 th January, in all 
churches and chapels of the Syro-Malabar Church where there is Sunday Mass for the public.
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NEWS FROM
Chancery

Appointments

Rev. Dr. Sebastian Vethanath is appointed as the PRO of the diocese.

Rev. Fr. Francis Nampiaparambil is appointed as the Pastor of Holy 
Family Syro-Malabar Church Oklahoma City, OK with effect from December, 
19,  2014.

Sincere Thanks and Prayerful Greetings

With gratitude and appreciation the diocese sincerely thanks  
Rev. Fr. Paul Kottackal for his hard work and dedicated service for the growth 
of the diocese. The diocese is ever indebted to him for his committed service. 
His contribution to the integral growth of the communities entrusted to his 
pastoral care is very much appreciated. The diocese wishes him every success 
and abundant graces from Almighty God for his priestly ministry in Corpus 
Christi diocese.

New Parish and Missions

St. John Paul II Mission Garfield, NJ will be elevated to the status of a 
full-fledged parish on December 21 Sunday, 2014. It will be the 35th parish 
of the diocese.

The diocesan Curia has approved the formation of new Syro-Malabar 
missions in Jacksonville, FL and Norwalk, CT. Rev. Fr. Augustine Nellarikayil 
and Rev. James Vattakunnel VC are Priests-in-charge of the missions in 
Jacksonville, FL and Norwalk, CT respectively.

Permissions from the Diocesan Curia

Rev. Fathers are requested to send the applications for permissions in 
written form with signature of the Pastor/Director and seal of the parish/
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mission. The duly signed requests made by the parishioners to the diocesan 

curia are to be endorsed by the Pastor/Director. 

Commission for Family Year

A diocesan level commission is constituted for coordinating the 

programs of the Family Year.  Rev. Frs. Paul Chalissery,  Thadeus Aravindath, 

Jo Pacheriyil CMI, Saji Pinarkayil, Mathew Manakatt, Johnykutty George 

(Puleessery), Rev. Sr. Alphons DST, Dr. Manoj, Mr. Thomas Pulikkan,  

Mr. Tonny Pullappally, Mrs. Merly Chirayil and Mrs. Ajimol Puthenpurayil are 

the members of the commission.

Diocesan Annual Appeal

Rev. Fathers are requested to motivate our people to contribute to the 

Diocesan Annual Appeal 2014 as much as they can by explaining various 

needs of our diocese (Seminary Formation, Youth Formation, Faith Formation 

Programs, a formation house for our seminarians, pastoral center, our own 

diocesan office, various renewal programs organized by Family Apostolate 

etc). 

The following ways can be made use for sending the collections to the 

diocesan finance office. 

1. Contributions from the people can be collected in the parish itself 

and send it to the diocesan finance office together with the details of 

the families so that we can send a ‘thank you’ letter to them.

2. Since the business reply envelop is attached together with the appeal, 

the families can directly send the contribution to the diocesan office 

and ‘thank you’ note will be sent from the diocesan finance office.
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Report of Priests’ Conference - 2014

Presbyterium 2014 was held at Techny Towers Conference Center, (2001 
Waukengen Road, Techny, IL 60082) from September 22-25, 2014. His 

Excellency Mar Jacob Angadiath, Msgr. Joy Alappatt, the Auxiliary Bishop 
Elect, Rev. Dr. Jimmy Poochakatt, Director, Catechetical Department of 
Ernakualm-Angamaly Archdiocese, Rev. Dr. Mathew Choorapanthiyil OCD,                             
Very Rev. Fr. Joseph Kollamparambil, Syncellus of the Diocese of Palai and 50 
Rev. Fathers working in the diocese participated in the conference. Agenda of 
the conference was ‘the Observance of 2015 as Family Year in the Diocese’. 

First day: September 22nd Monday Evening

In the inaugural address His Excellency Mar Jacob Angadiath felicitated 
Msgr. Joy Alappatt, the auxiliary bishop-elect of St. Thomas Syro-Malabar 
Catholic Diocese of Chicago. His Excellency extended warm greetings to 
the three newly established parishes in Arizona, San Antonio and Baltimore 
and thanked Rev. Fathers Mathew Munjanath, George C George and 
James Nirappel for their hardwork, dedicated and selfless leadership in the 
construction of new churches in the respective parishes. 

His Excellency expressed his gratitude for the dedicated service of  
Rev. Fathers Antony Thundathil MST, Kallupuraparambil Prasad MST, 
Sebastian Kaniamapadickal and George Thoonkuzhy to the diocese.

His Excellency welcomed Jobimon Joseph (Chelakunnel) MCBS, Sibi 
Kurian (Velamparambil) VC, Bijumon Joseph MST, Raphel Karakatt MSFS, 
Jo Pacheriyil CMI, Roy Jacob Kalayil, Wilson Antony Kandankery, Jacob 
Chennath VC, Antony Skaria CSF, Jose Athopillil and Sunil Padinjarakara who 
have joined the diocese for service. 

In his inaugural address His Excellency announced the diocesan 
observance of the Family Year from 2014 December to 2015 December in 
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the background of Bishops’ special synod on the theme of pastoral challenges 
of family in the context of evangelization (Oct 5-19, 2014) in Rome and world 
family conference in Philadelphia. His Excellency emphasized the importance 
of deepening the families  on Christian values especially in the context of the 
challenges that family faces in the present society. After the inaugural address, 
Rev. Fathers introduced themselves and shared the pastoral activities of the 
parishes entrusted to their care.

Second day: September 23rd Tuesday

Rev. Dr. Jimmy Poochakatt made the input session on ‘Catechetical Vision 
of the Families” and “Challenges in Family Catechesis”. In his presentation  
Fr. Jimmy highlighted the need of giving importance to faith than the 
expressions of faith. Personalization of faith is very important. Family should 
be a fertile soil for faith, relationship, values and service. 

 In the evening session Rev. Dr. Mathew Choorapanthiyil OCD presented 
his visions on the topic “the First Generation and Catechetical Challenges in 
US Context”. What is more important is learning by doing approach. This will 
make students more responsible. 

Third Day: September 24th Wednesday

In the morning session Rev. Dr. Jose Kalluvelil shared his visions on 
“Parish-Family Partnership in Faith Formation”. It was followed by the 
presentation by Rev. Fr. Paul Chalissery on “The Vision and Mission of 
Diocesan Family Apostolate”.    

In the afternoon session, Rev. Dr. Sebastian Vethanath, Rev. Dr. Augustine 
Palackaparambil, Rev. Fr. Paul Chalissery and Rev. Fr. Vinod Madathiparambil 
gave updates on the diocesan pastoral activities.

The evening session was open for questions and clarifications. Formation 
of the parish council and pastoral council for the period 2015-16, formation 
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of the seminarians, the need for a diocesan minor seminary, financial 

contribution from the parents of the seminarians, retreat preachers and 

related pastoral problems in the parishes and missions were the important 

subjects for clarification.     

Fourth day: September 25th Thursday

The prime attention of the day was the concluding remarks by His 

Excellency Mar Jacob Angadiath. Important directions to be followed in the 

celebration of liturgy are the following.

• Insertion of the name of St. Joseph in the prayer of remembrance 

after the offering of Bread and Wine.

• Recitation of the prayer for peace (swargavaasikalude samadha-

navum) given in the Thaksa after the kanona of the 4th Gehantha 

prayer. 

Directions were also given by His Excellency regarding the formation of 

new parish council and pastoral council for the period 2015-16. 

His Excellency requested the co-operation of Parishes and Missions of 

the Diocese to meet the financial support in favor of purchasing the Procura 

for Syro-Malabar Church in Rome, and to the collections requested from 

Major Archiepiscopal Curia such as Syro-Malabar Mission Sunday Collection, 

Support to Deepika (ten lakhs rupees), Renovation of Bishops’ Room in Mount 

St. Thomas (two lakhs rupees).

Rev. Fr. Saji Pinarkayil expressed vote of thanks. The conference came 

to an end with the celebration of Holy Qurbana followed by lunch.

Fr. Sebastian Vethanath
Chancellor
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The third meeting of the Pastoral Council, formed for the period 2012-

2014, was held on  March 29, 2014 at Mar Thoma Sleeha Cathedral, 

Bellwood. 50 members attended the meeting. Rev. Dr. Sebastian Vethanath, 

the Chancellor welcomed the gathering. He reiterated the success of the 

diocese, under the leadership of His Excellency Mar Jacob Angadiath. His 

Excellecny Mar Jacob Angadiath inaugurated and presided over the meeting. 

Mar Jacob appreciated the contributions by Rev. Fr. Antiony Thundathil, 

Rev. Fr. Abraham Mutholathu and Rev. Fr. Vinod Madathiparambil who were 

relieved from their appointment as Protosycellus, Syncellus and Finacnce 

Officer of the diocese. His Excellency welcomed to the diocesan curia and to the 

pastoral council Rev. Dr. Augustine Palackaparambil, the new Protosyncellus, 

Rev. Fr. Thomas Mulavanal, the Syncellus and Rev. Fr. Paul Chalissery, the 

finance Officer.  In his inaugural address His Excellency emphasized the need 

for evangelizing the people who have not heard the Gospel. His Excellency 

highlighted as a model for laity the life of Thommachan Puthenparambil from 

Edathva, a prominent lay leader who lived an evangelic life. Dr. Jayaraj Francis, 

secretary to the pastoral council presented the report of the second meeting. 

Rev. Dr. Agustine Palackaparambil did the orientation talk on ‘the 

Vision, Mission, Prospects and Challenges of Syro-Malabar Diocese of 

Chicago’. The presentation was well appreciated by the participants. In the 

discussion followed by orientation talk the following subjects were raised.  

Rev. Fr. Thomas Mulavanal was the moderator of this session. 

Report of the 
Third Meeting of the 

Pastoral Council  2012-2014
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• Establishment of charity fund in connection with the 70th Birthday 

of His Excellency Mar Jacob Angadiath

• Importance should be given to Adult Faith Formation. 

• Youth and Adult leadership in the diocese is to be encouraged.

• Standardization of all parish registers in the parishes and missions 

of the diocese

• Regional based training for CCD teachers to have uniformity in 

the faith formation. 

• Arrange more local and regional family conferences.   

In the afternoon, brief presentations were done on different diocesan 

apostolates by Rev. Dr. Sebastian Vethanth (Diocesan Administration), Rev. 

Fr. Paul Chalissery (Finance and Family Apostolate), Jomy Methipara (Youth 

Apostolate), Thomas Moolayil (Safe Environment) and Syriac Kurian (SMCC).   

The concluding remarks were made by His Excellency Mar Jacob 

Angadiath. Bishop thanked all the members of the pastoral council for their 

valuable suggestions and selfless services for the integral development of the 

diocese. His Excellency distributed appreciation certificate to the members 

of the Council.

The meeting was concluded at 5.00 pm with a vote of thanks by    

Mr. Jose Kunnel, prayer and blessing by His Excellency Mar Jacob Angadiath. 

Jayaraj  Francis
Secretary, Pastoral Council
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Commission on 
Protection of Minors and Young Adults

Protection of minors and the youth is the responsibility of the parents 

and the community. The government and the legal system focus on 

identifying sexual predators and isolating them to prevent future harm. The 

state Governments are also interested in establishing general standards 

for selecting, recruiting and maintaining, safety of minors in all applicable 

institutions. Therefore, each state has slightly different sets of rules that all 

institutions have to follow. 

While the Catholic Church in United States through USCCB has  

accepted those standards by the states, it has established a higher standard 

for us to follow. As a leading institution in our community, the Church is 

taking a very proactive role in protecting minors and young adults. Each of 

our institutions is expected to institute the following :

1. Develop and conduct background checks acceptable to the  

diocese, on all employees, volunteers, priests, religious and 

seminarians who have the potential to be involved with minors. 

Our Diocese has signed contract with Austin Computing Solutions 

(eAppsDB), and Integrated Screening Partners for the background 

check. Each state will have some minor differences and slight 

variation in cost. Background checks have to be done every three 

years. Please contact Mr. Zacharias Thayyil (zach_thayyil@hotmail.

com) if you have any questions.

NEWS FROM
Diocesan 

Apostolates
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2. We would like to report that the training of priests, volunteers, 
and employees are progressing well. Please send all reports to  
Mr. Davis Kaitharath (davis@kaitharath.com).

3. Parents’ training is another essential part of the standards. This 
will bring awareness to the parents and other adults to look out for 
potential problems in adult- child interaction that may adversely 
affect your children and grandchildren.  

4. Age appropriate training for children to help them identify safe 
and non-safe touch and bring these to the attention of significant 
adults is an essential part of protecting them. The VIRTUS program 
has established standards for each group, and we encourage each 
parish and mission to provide such training to children at the 
earliest. This is not optional.

Without the cooperation of the priests, DRE’s, Facilitators, 
site administrators and parents, the Commission cannot fulfill these 
responsibilities. Therefore, we urge all to cooperate to the utmost. We are 
also trying to establish a network of qualified people to help the commission 
to provide services to both potential perpetrators and victims. We are 
compiling a Diocese-wide list of social workers, psychologists, lawyers, 
and medical professionals including psychiatrists and pediatricians. The 
commission  encourages all priests, and facilitators to provide a list of such 
persons who are willing and able to assist in these situations. Please contact, 
Mr. Paul Vadakara (pvadakara@hotmail.com) or Mr. Sabi Kolath (sabikolath@
hotmail.com) in this connection. Thanks.

Rev. Dr. Augustine Palackaparambil, Director

Paul T. Cherian, Commission Chair

Thomas Moolayil,  Executive Director
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a\p-jym-h-Xm-c-¯nâ AÀ° Xe-§Ä

Cutim-an-inl ]cn-ip≤ I\y-Im-a-dn-b-Øn¬ \n∂v a\p-jy-cq]w kzoI-cn-®-Xn-s\-bmWv

km[m-c-W-bmbn a\p-jym-h-Xmcw F∂-Xp-sIm≠v A¿∞-am-°p-∂-sX-¶n-epw, ssZh-

imkv{X Nn¥-bn¬ AXn\v hyXy-kvX-ß-fmb Ggv X-e-ßƒ D≠v. Pohs‚ Ah-ÿ-bmb

K¿ -̀]m{Xw F∂ AS-bmfw D]-tbm-Kn-®p-sIm-≠mWv k`m-]n-Xm-hmb am¿ At{]w Cu ssZhnI

cl-ky-Øns‚ Bg-ß-fn-te°v Cd-ßm≥ {ian-°p-∂-Xv. ]nXm-hmb ssZhw, krjvS-{]-]©w,

]cn-ip≤ I\ym-a-dnbw F∂n-h-cmWv a\p-jym-h-Xm-c-Øns‚ BZysØ aq∂v Xe-ßƒ. ]nXm-

hmb ssZh-Øn¬\n∂pw A\m-Zn-bn¬ P\n® ]p{X≥, {]]-©-am-Xm-hns‚ DZ-c-Øn¬ {]th-

in-®v, Ime-Øns‚ XnI-hn¬ ]cn-ip≤ I\y-Im-a-dn-b-Øn¬\n∂pw a\p-jy-cq]w kzoI-cn®p.

“\ap°v \ΩpsS Omb-bnepw kmZr-iyØnepw a\p-jys\ krjvSn°mw” (DXv] 1,26) F∂

Xncp-h-N\w, a\p-jy- kr-jvSn°p apºp-Xs∂ A\m-Zn-bn¬ ssZh-Øns‚ Ombbpw kmZr-iy-

hp-amb ]p{X-\mb ssZhw D≠m-bn-cp-∂p-sh∂ kXy-Øn-te°v \bn-°p-∂p. Ahn-Sp∂v krjvSn-
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°-s∏-́ -h-\-s√∂pw ]nXm-hn¬\n∂v A\m-Zn-bn¬ P\n-®-h\m-sW∂pw D≈ hnizm-k-kXyw

\nJym˛tIm¨Ãm‚n-t\m-∏nƒ hnizm-k-{]-am-W-Øns‚ ImX-em-Wv.

]nXm-hn¬\n∂p≈ P\-\-Øn-\p-tijw a\p-jym-h-Xm-c-Øns‚ c≠m-asØ Xe-ambn

am¿ At{]w ImWp-∂Xv {]]©amXm-hns‚ K¿ -̀]m-{X-am-Wv. ]cn-ip≤ I\y-Im-a-dnbw ssZh-

]p-{Xs\ K¿`w [cn-®-Xp-t]mse, {]]-©-am-Xmhpw ssZh-Øns‚ AS-bm-f-ßsf K¿`w [cn-

®n-cn-°p∂p. Bg-amb hnizm-k-tØmSpw kvt\l-tØmSpw A¤p-X-tØm-Spw-IqSn krjvS-h-

kvXp-°sf [ym\n-°p-tºmƒ Ah-bn¬ A¥¿eo-\-am-bn-cn-°p∂ ssZh-km-∂n[yw \ap°p

apºn¬ sXfn-bpw. krjvS-{]-]©w krjvSm-hmb ssZh-Øn-te°v \bn-°p∂ Hcp IqZmi/

AS-bmfw BsW∂ t_m[y-tØm-Sp-IqSn AXns\ kao-]n-°p-tºmƒ ssZhn-I-X-bpsS A\-

¥-X-bn-te°v AXnse hkvXp-°ƒ \sΩ Db¿Øpw. adn-®m-bm¬ {]]-©sØ AXn¬Xs∂

Hcp e£yhpw Ah-km-\-hp-ambn IW-°m-°n, ssZh-\n-tj-[-Øn-te°pw `uXnI Nn¥-I-

fn¬ am{Xw HXpßn \n¬°p∂ ImgvN-∏m-Sp-I-fn-te°pw Hcph≥ FØ-s∏-Spw.

a\p-jym-h-Xm-c-Øns‚ aq∂m-asØ Xe-amb ]cn-ip≤ I\y-Im-a-dn-b-Øns‚ DZ-c-Øn¬

ssZh-]p-{X≥ {]th-in-®-Xns‚ XpS¿®-bm-bn-́ mWv \mem-asØ Xe-amb tPm¿Zm≥ \Zn-bpsS

DZ-csØ a\- n-em-°p-∂-Xv. ]cn-ip≤ I\y-Im-a-dn-b-Øns‚ ta¬ Bh-kn®v Xncp-∏n-dhn

km[yam°nb ]cn-ip-≤m-flm-hv, Cutim-bpsS amtΩm-Zokmthf-bn¬ Ahn-Sp-sØ-ta¬ h∂p

hkn-®p. AtX Bflmhv k -̀bpsS K¿ -̀]m-{X-amb amtΩm-Zok sXm´n-bnse sh≈-Øn¬

h∂p hkn®v amtΩm-Zok kzoI-cn-°p∂ Hmtcm hy‡n-sbbpw ssZh-Øns‚ aI\pw aI-fp-

am°n am‰p-∂p. tPm¿Zm≥ \Zn-bnse anin-lm-bpsS amtΩm-Zok KmKp¬Øm-hsc FØn-

\n¬°p∂ c£mIc-kw-̀ -h-ß-fpsS Np-cp-°-amWv. Ahn-SpsØ ]oUm-k-l-\-Øn-te°pw

ac-W-Øn-te°pw D∞m-\-Øn-te-°p-ap≈ Nhn-́ p-]-Sn-bm-W-Xv. amtΩm-Zo-km-th-f-bn¬ anin-lm-

bpsS ]mZßƒ tPm¿Zm≥ \Zn-bn¬ ]Xn-™-t∏mƒ, IÆp-Iƒ KmKp¬Øm-hsc FØn-bn-

cp-∂p. AXp-sIm-≠mWv Ahn-Sp∂v C{]-Imcw ]d-™Xv: F\n°v Hcp amtΩm-Zok apßp-

hm-\p-≠v. AXp ]q¿Øn-bm-Ip-∂-Xp-hsc Rm≥ Akz-ÿ-\m-bn-cn-°pw  (eq° 12,50).

a\p-jys\ ]dp-Zo-km-\p-̀ -h-Øn¬ \n∂pw AI-‰nb \mc-Iob i‡n-I-fmb kmØm-

s‚bpw ac-W-Øn-s‚bpwta¬ aninl t\Snb BXy-¥n-I-amb hnP-bamWv Ahn-Sp∂v

tPm¿Zm≥ \Zn-bp-sSbpw a\p-jym-h-Xm-c-Øn-s‚ A©m-asØ Xe-amb ]mXm-f-Øn-s‚bpw
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DZ-c-ß-fnte°v Cd-ßnb \nan-j-ßƒ. acp-̀ q-an-bnse {]tem-̀ -\-k-a-bØv kmØms‚ IpSn-e-

X-{¥-ßsf ]cm-P-b-s∏-Sp-Ønb aninl Ipcn-ip-a-c-W-Øn-eq-sSbpw D∞m-\-Øn-eq-sSbpw A‘-

Im-c-Øns‚ km{am-Py-sØbpw AXn\v t\XrXzw sImSp-°p∂ ss]im-NnI i‡n-sbbpw

Ft∂°p-ambn tXm¬]n-®p. ac-W-Øns‚ Hfn-k-t¶-X-amb ]mXm-f-Øn-¬ {]th-in®v acWw

hngp-ßnb a\p-jy-a-°sf hntam-Nn-∏n®v Pohs‚ \mSmb ]dp-Zo-k-bn-te°v \bn-®p; Dbn¿∏ns‚

al-Xz-Øn-te°v Db¿Øn. anin-lm-bn¬ ]q¿Øo-I-cn-°-s∏´ c£-bpsS km¿∆-{Xn-Ihpw

{]m]-©n-I-hp-amb am\sØ km£m-Xv-Icn-°p-∂-Xn-\p-th-≠n-bmWv Ahn-Sp∂v ]mXm-f-Øn-

te°v Cd-ßn-b-Xv. AXn-eqsS c£-bpsS IhmSw kI-e¿°pw, {]tXy-In®v acn-®-h¿°v

Xpd-∂p-sIm-Sp-Øp.

a\p-jym-h-Xm-c-Øns‚, apI-fn¬ ]-d™ A©v Xe-ß-fn-eqsS Cutim-an-inl t\Sn-

Ø∂ Pohs‚ A\p-̀ hw ÿe-Im-e-t -̀Z-at\y Gh¿°pw kwe-̀ y-am-Ip-hm-\mbn Ahn-Sp∂v

k -̀bn¬ hnip≤ Ip¿_m-\-bn-eqsS A\p-Zn\w _en-]o-T-Øn¬ A∏-ambn P\n-°p-∂p. ]cn-

ip≤ I\y-Im-a-dn-b-Øn-s‚-ta¬ ]cn-ip-≤m-flmhv Bh-kn®v Cutim-an-in-lm-bpsS a\p-jym-h-

Xmcw bmYm¿∞y-am-°n-b-Xp-t]mse, Hmtcm hnip≤ Ip¿_m-\-bnepw Im¿Ωn-I≥ _en-h-kvXp-

°-fmb A∏-Øn-s‚bpw ho™n-s‚bpw ta¬ ]cn-ip-≤m-flm-hns‚ Bhm-k-Øn-\p-th≠n

{]m¿∞n-°p-tºmƒ ssZhmflm-hns‚ {]h¿Ø-\-Øn-eqsS Ah Xncp-i-co-c-c-‡-ß-fmbn

cq]m-¥-c-s∏-Sp-∂p.

a\p-jym-h-Xm-c-Øns‚ aq∂m-asØ Xe-amb ]cn-ip≤ I\y-Im-a-dn-b-Øns‚ DZ-c-Øns‚

XpS¿®-bmWv aZv_-l-bnse Ipcn-ins‚ Nph-´n¬ ÿm]n-X-am-bn-cn-°p∂ hnip≤

_en-]o-Tw. AhnsS A∏-ambn P\n-°p∂ ssZh-]p-{X≥ hnip≤ Ip¿_m\ kzoI-c-W-Øn-

eqsS hnizm-kn-bpsS ico-c-Øn-s‚bpw Bflm-hn-s‚bpw `mK-ambn amdp-∂p. Aßs\ ]cn-

ip≤ I\y-Im-a-dn-b-Øns‚ Pohn-X-Øn-te-Xp-t]mse hnizm-kn-I-fp-sSbpw Pohn-X-Øn¬ a\p-

jym-h-Xmcw bmYm¿∞y-am-Ip-∂p. ]cn-ip≤ Ip¿_m-\-bpsS BtLm-j-Øn-eq-sSbpw kzoI-c-

W-Øn-eq-sSbpw a\p-jy-lr-Z-b-ß-fn¬ Cutim-an-inl P\n-°p-tºm-ƒ Ahn-SpsØ a\p-jym-

h-Xmcw ]q¿ÆX ssIh-cn-°pw. k -̀bnepw a\p-jy-lr-Z-b-ß-fn-ep-ap≈ Xncp-∏n-d-hn-bmWv a\p-

jym-h-Xmc cl-ky-Øns‚ Bdpw Ggpw Xe-ßƒ.
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Cutim-an-in-lm-bn¬ ]q¿Øo-I-cn-°-s∏´ ssZh-Øns‚ c£m-I-c-]-≤Xn

ÿe-Ime kml-N-cy-ß-fn¬ Pohn-°p∂ a\p-jy\v A\p-`-hn-°-Ø-

°-hn[w ]p\-c-h-X-cn-∏n-°p∂ AS-bm-f-amWv Bcm-[-\-{I-a-h-’-cw. F√m

Rmb-dm-gvN-I-fnepw BtLm-jn-°-s∏-Sp∂ anin-lm-bpsS D∞m\w h¿j-Øn-

sem-cn-°¬ Ahn-SpsØ P\\-Øn-s‚bpw ]ckyPo-hn-X-Øn-s‚bpw ]oUm-

k-l-\-a-c-W-Øn-s‚bpw kvac-W-tbm-sSmØv G‰hpw BtLm-j-]q¿∆w

Dbn¿∏p-Xn-cp-∂m-fn¬ tLmjn-°p-∂p. B≠p-h-´-Øn¬ anin-lm-c-lkyw

hnizm-kn-Iƒ°v Xpd-∂p-sIm-Sp-°p-∂Xphgn F√m Ime-L-́ -ß-fnepw Pohn-

°p∂ a\p-jy¿°v c£-bpsS ̂ e-ßƒ A\p-̀ -hn-°m-\pw, Ir]m-h-c-Øm¬

\nd™v kz¿§sØ e£y-am-°n-bp≈ bm{X XpS-cp-hm\pw km[n-°p-∂p.

H≥]Xv Ime-ßƒ Dƒs°m-≈p∂ kotdm-a-e-_m¿ Bcm-[-\-{I-a-

h-’cw Cutim-an-in-lm-bpsS Pohn-X-Ønse hyXykvX kw -̀h-ßsf tI{µo-

I-cn-®mWv kwhn-[m\w sNbvXn-cn-°p-∂-Xv. Cutim-bpsS P\\w apX¬ c≠m-

asØ BK-a\w hsc-bp≈ kw`-h-ßƒ kotdm-a-e-_m¿ Ip¿_m\ {Ia-

Øn¬ {]tXy-Iamwhn[w Hm¿Ωn-°p-∂p-s≠-¶nepw Bcm-[-\-{I-a-h-’-c-

Ønse hyXykvX Ime-L-́ -ß-fn¬ A\p-kva-cn-°p∂ anin-lm-c-l-ky-Øns‚

hnhn[ kw`-h-ßƒ Hmtcm-∂n-s\-°p-dn®pw IqSp-X¬ Bg-Øn¬ [ym\n-°p-

∂-Xn\pw Ahbv°v A\p-tbm-Py-amb Pohn-X-ssien cq]-s∏-Sp-Øn-s°m≠v

c£m-I-c-]-≤-Xn-bpsS ]q¿Æ-X-bn-te°v hf-cp-∂-Xn\pw k`m-am-Xmhv Ah-

k-c-sam-cp-°p-∂p. c£m-I-c-N-cn-{X-Øns‚ tI{µ-_n-µp-hmb anin-lm-bpsS

Pohn-X-hp-ambn _‘-s∏-SpØn Ahbv°v A\p-tbm-Py-amw-hn[w amXm-hns‚

Xncp-∂m-fp-Iƒ {Ia-s∏-Sp-Øn-bn-cn-°p-∂p. hnip-≤-cpsS Xncp-∂m-fp-Iƒ°v

AanX{]m[m\yw \¬Ip∂ Bcm-[-\-{I-a-h-’-c-a√   kotdm-a-e-_m¿ k`-bn-

te-Xv. AXp-sIm-≠mWv Bcm-[-\-{I-a-]-©mw-K-Øn¬ hnip-≤-cpsS Xncp-∂m-

fp-I-fpsS FÆw Ipd-hm-bn-cn-°p-∂-Xv. Hmtcm Ime-Øn\pw 7 BgvN-Iƒ

F∂mWv IW-s°-¶nepw Ipd-s®ms° hyXym-k-ßƒ ImWm≥ km[n-°pw.

c£m-I-c-]-≤-Xn-bpsS A\-¥-X-bn¬ ]¶p-tN¿∂psIm≠v ]cn-]q¿Æ-X-

bv°mbn \nc-¥cw ]cn-{i-an-t°-≠-Xns‚ Bh-iy-I-X-sb-bmWv ]q¿Æ-X-bpsS

AS-bm-f-amb 7 kqNn-∏n-°p-∂-Xv.
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awK-f-hmÀ¯-¡mew

]nd-hn-¡mew

kotdm-a-e-_m¿ Bcm-[-\-{I-a-h-’cw Bcw-̀ n-°p-∂Xv awK-f-hm¿Ø-°m-e-tØm-Sp-Iq-Sn-bm-Wv. Unkw-

_¿ 25-̨ mw XobXn BtLm-jn-°p∂ Cutim-an-in-lm-bpsS P\-\-Øn\v Hcp-°-am-bp≈ \mev BgvN-Iƒ

Dƒs°m-≈p-∂-XmWv Cu Imew. c£-Is‚ P\-\-Øn-s\m-cp-°-ambn Unkw-_¿ H∂p apX¬ Ccp-]-Øn-

b©v hsc t\mºm-N-cn-°p-∂-Xn-\m¬ Cu Imew ‘Ccp-]-Øn-b©v t\mºv ’ F∂p-IqSn Adn-b-s∏-Sp-∂p.

c£-Is\ {]Xo-£n®p Ign-™n-cp∂ a\p-jy-hw-i-Øn\v G‰w awK-f-I-c-amb hm¿Ø-bm-bn-cp∂p Xncp-∏n-d-

hnsb kw_-‘n®v K{_n-tb¬ ssZh-Zq-X≥ Adn-bn-®-Xv. anin-lmbv°v hgn-sbm-cp-°m≥ h∂ kv\m]-I-tbm-

l-∂ms‚ P\-\-sØ-°p-dn-®p≈ Adn-bn∏pw At±-l-Øns‚ P\-\hpw awK-f-I-c-amb hm¿Ø-Iƒ Xs∂.

ssZhn-I-]-≤-Xn-bpsS Adn-bn∏v \¬I-s∏-Sp∂ Cu Imew ‘kp_md’ (A-dn-bn∏v/{]Jym]-\w) F∂ ]Z-Øm-

emWv kpdn-bm\n `mj-bn¬  Adn-b-s∏-Sp-∂-Xv. CXv {]Xo-£-bp-sSbpw kt¥m-j-Øn-s‚bpw ka-b-am-Wv.

ssZhw Xs‚ P\sØ At\z-jn-®p-h-cp∂ kabw. Ahn-SpsØ BK-a\w temI-Øn\v kZvhm¿Ø-bm-Wv.

c£-Is‚ P\-\-Øn\v kΩXw \¬Inb ]cn-ip≤ I\yImadn-b-Øns‚ al-\ob amXrI A\p-I-cn-

®p-sIm≠v ssZh-h-N-\-Øn-eqsS shfn-s∏-Sp-Ø-s∏-Sp∂ Xncp-ln-XØn\v A\p-Zn\ Pohn-X-Øn¬ DØcw

\¬Im\pw anin-lmbv°v P\n-°p-hm≥ lrZ-b-ßƒ k÷-am-°p-hm\pw awK-f-hm¿Ø-°mesØ hnip≤{KŸ-

hm-b-\-Ifpw {]m¿∞-\-Ifpw KoX-ßfpw Hm¿Ωn-∏n-°p-∂p. 

Cutim-an-in-lm-bpsS P\-\-Xn-cp-∂mƒ apX¬ P\p-hcn 6˛mw XobXn BtLm-jn-°p∂ Z\-l-mXn-cp-

∂mƒ hsc-bp≈ Znh-k-ß-fmWv ]nd-hn-°m-ew. Xncp-∏n-d-hn-bpsS kt¥m-jhpw kam-[m-\hpw Pohn-X-Øn¬

A\p-̀ -hn-°m≥ km[n-°-W-sa-¶n¬ lrZ-b-ß-fn¬ aninl P\n-°-Ww. hnizm-k-Øn-s‚bpw kvt\l-Øn-s‚bpw
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hgn-Øm-c-bn-eqsS \S∂v c£-Is‚ km∂n[yw Pohn-X-Øn¬ Xncn-®-dn-bm≥ km[n-°-Ww. ssZh-km-∂n-[ym-

\p-̀ hw tXSn-bp≈ bm{X-bn¬ \njvI-f-¶-cmb B´n-b-∑mcpw ]qPcmPm-°-∑mcpw amXr-I-I-fm-Wv. Ah-sc-

t∏mse PohnXw Xncp-ap-ºn¬ ka¿∏n-°p-hm\pw ]pXnb hy‡n-I-fmbn amdphm\pw Cu Imew \sΩ Blzm\w

sNøp-∂p. CuPn-]vXn-te-°p≈ ]em-b-\hpw DÆo-timsb ssZhm-e-b-Øn¬ ka¿∏n-°p∂ kw -̀hhpw Cu

ImeØv {]tXyIw kvacn-°p-∂p.

am¿tØm-am-{In-kvXym-\n-I-fpsS CS-bn¬ ‘cm°pfn’, ‘]n≠n-IpØn’ F∂o t]cp-I-fnepw Adn-b-s∏-́ n-

cp∂ Z\-lm-Xn-cp-∂m-tfm-Sp-Iq-Sn-bmWv Cu Imew Bcw-`n-°p-∂-Xv. ]q¿∆n-I¿ Cutim-bpsS amtΩm-Zo-km-

bpsS Xte-∂mƒ cm{Xn-bn¬ \Zn-bn¬ ip≤o-I-c-W-Øns‚ ̀ mK-ambn Ipfn-®n-cp-∂-Xn-s\bpw (cm-°p-fn), {]Im-

i-amb anin-lmsb _lp-am-\n-°p-∂-Xn\v ]n≠n-bn¬ ]¥w sImfpØn AXn-\p-Np‰pw {]Z-£nWw h®v ‘G¬

]ø’ (ssZhw {]Im-i-am-Ip-∂p) F∂v B¿Øv hnfn®ncp-∂-Xn-s\-bp-amWv Cu t]cp-Iƒ kqNn-∏n-°p-∂-Xv.

Cutim-an-in-lm-bpsS amtΩm-Zo-kbpw {]Xy-£o-I-c-W-hp-amWv Cu ImeØv {][m-\-ambpw A\p-kva-

cn-°p-I. ‘Z\l’ F∂ kpdn-bm\n ]Z-Øns‚ A¿∞w {]Xy-£o-I-cWw F∂m-Wv. Cutim-bpsS amtΩm-

Zok thf-bn¬ {XnXz-c-lkyw temI-Øn\v shfn-hm-°-s∏´p. Cu shfn-s∏-Sp-Ø-ens‚ XpS¿®bmWv Ahn-

SpsØ ]c-ky-Po-hn-X-Ønepw sXfn-™p-Im-Wp-∂-Xv. anin-lm-bn¬ ]q¿Øo-I-cn-°-s∏´ ssZhnI shfn-s∏-

Sp-Ø¬ A\p-Zn\ Pohn-X-Øn¬ XpS-cp-hm-\p≈ DØ-c-hm-ZnXzw amtΩm-Zok kzoI-cn® Hmtcm hy‡n-°p-ap-

≠v. hnip-≤¿ Xß-fpsS Pohn-X-Øn-eqsS anin-lmsb temI-Øn\v shfn-s∏-Sp-Øn-b-Xp-sIm-≠mWv hfsc

{]tXy-I-amw-hn[w Ahsc Z\-l-°m-e-Ønse sh≈n-bm-gvN-I-fn¬ Hm¿Ωn-°p-∂-Xv. Z\-lm-°m-e-Ønse Ah-

km\ sh≈n-bmgvN kIe acn-®-h-cp-sSbpw Xncp-∂mƒ BtLm-jn®v ac-W-sØ-°p-dn-®p≈ Nn¥ ImØp-

kq-£n-®p-sIm-≠v t\mºns‚ Acq-]n-bn-te°v {]th-in-°p-∂p.

Z\-lm-¡mew
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Dbn¿∏p-Xn-cp-∂m-fn-\p-ap-ºp≈ Ggv BgvN-Iƒ tN¿∂-XmWv t\mºp-Im-ew. Cutim-bpsS \mev]Xp

Znh-ksØ D]-hm-k-amWv henb t\mºv/Aº-Xp-t\mºv F∂-dn-b-s∏-Sp∂ Cu Ime-Øns‚ ASn-ÿm-\w.

am¿tØm-am-{In-kvXym-\n-Iƒ ‘t]Øq¿Ø’ Rmb¿ apX¬ Dbn¿∏p Xncp-∂mƒ hsc t\mºp-t\m-°n-bn-cp-∂-

Xm-IWw AºXp t\mºn\v ImcW-ambn \ne-sIm-≈p-∂-Xv. ‘t]Øq¿Ø’ F∂ kpdn-bm\n hm°ns‚ A¿∞w

‘Xncn-™p-t\m-°¬’ ‘A\p-c-RvP\w’ Fs∂ms°-bm-Wv. Cutim-an-in-lm-bpsS ]oUm\p`hw, ac-Ww,

kwkv°mcw F∂o kw -̀h-ßsf {]tXy-I-amw-hn[w A\p-kva-cn-°p∂ Cu Imew A\p-Xm-]-Øn\pw A\p-c-

RvP-\-Øn\pw Du∂¬ \¬Ip∂p; {]m¿∞-\bv°pw {]mb-›n-Ø-Øn\pw D]-hm-k-Øn-\p-ambn am‰n-h-bv°-

s∏-́ n-cn-°p-∂p. {]tem-̀ -\-ßsf AXn-Po-hn® Cutim-sb-t∏mse \ΩpsS Pohn-X-Ønse Zpcm-i-I-sfbpw

Bk-‡n-I-sfbpw D∑q-e\w sNbvXv, Xo£vWX \nd™ {]m¿∞-\-bnepw Bflm¿∞-X-bp≈ D]-hm-k-

Ønepw HuZm-cy-]q¿∆-I-amb Zm\-[¿Ω-{]-hr-Øn-I-fnepw sNe-h-gn-°m≥ t\mºp-Imew £Wn-°p-∂p.

k -̀bnse G‰hpw henb Xncp-∂m-fmb Dbn¿∏p apX¬ ]¥-°pkvX hsc-bp≈ Ggv BgvN-I-

fmWv Dbn¿∏p-Im-ew. Cutim-an-in-lm-bpsS D∞m-\-amWv ss{IkvXh hnizm-k-Øns‚ ASn-ÿm-\w. kl-

\hpw ac-Whpw ZpxJhpw \ncm-ibpw anin-lm-bpsS D∞m-\-Øn-eqsS kt¥m-j-Øn-s‚bpw ]pXp-Po-h-s‚bpw

A\p-̀ -h-ßƒ°mbn hgn amdn. ac-W-Øn-s‚bpw kmØm-s‚bpw ta¬ kºq¿Æ hnPbw hcn® aninl

D∞m-\-Øn-eq-sSbpw kz¿§m-tcm-l-W-Øn-eq-sSbpw kI-e-Øn-s‚bpw \mY-\mbn ]nXm-hns‚ he-Xp-̀ m-KØv

D]-hn-jvS-\mbn-cn-°p-∂p.

t\m¼p-Imew

DbnÀ¸p-Imew
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BZn-a-k-̀ -bn¬ {]mcw` IqZm-i-I-fmb amtΩm-Zok, ssÿcy-te-]-\w, hnip≤ Ip¿_m\ F∂nh \¬In-

bn-cp-∂Xv Dbn¿∏p-Xn-cp-∂m-fn-\v Hcp-°-am-bp≈ henb i\n-bm-gvN-bnse kmbm” Xncp-°¿Ω-ß-tfmSv A\p-

_-‘n-®m-bn-cp-∂p. Cu {Iaw Xs∂-bmWv apXn¿∂-h¿°v {]mcw-̀ -Iq-Zm-i-Iƒ \¬Ip-tºmƒ eØo≥ k-̀ -

bn¬ XpS-cp-∂-Xv. {]mcw-̀ -Iq-Zm-i-Iƒ Hcp-an®v \¬IpI F∂ BZn-a-k-̀ -bpsS coXn Xs∂-bmWv F√m ]uc-

kvXy-k-̀ -I-fnepw \ne-\n¬°p-∂-Xv. amtΩm-Zo-km-bn-eqsS Hcp-h≥ anin-lm-bpsS ac-W-Ønepw Dbn¿∏nepw

]¶p-Im-c-\m-Ip-∂p. amtΩm-ZokmPe-Øn-te°v apßp-∂Xv anin-lm-bpsS ac-W-Øn-s‚bpw, sh≈-Øn¬ \n∂v

Dbcp∂Xv Ahn-SpsØ Dbn¿∏n-s‚bpw Hm¿Ω \¬Ip-∂p. amtΩm-Zo-km-bn-eq-sS, D∞m-\-Øns‚ ^e-amb

]pXp-Po-h-\n¬ ]¶p-]-‰p∂ F√m-hcpw ]m]-Øn\v acn®v anin-lm-bn¬ ]pXnb hy‡n-I-fmbn cq]m-¥-c-s∏-

S-Ww. Dbn¿∏p-Im-esØ BZy BgvN ]pXp-Xmbn amtΩm-Zok kzoI-cn® ‘]pXp{InkvXym-\n-’I-fpsS BgvN-

bmbn IW-°m-°-s∏-Sp-∂p.

]¥-°pkvX Xncp-∂mƒ XpS-ßn-bp≈ Ggv BgvN-I-fmWv «olm-°m-ew. ]¥-°pkvX F∂ ]Z-

Øns‚ A¿∞w AºXv F∂m-Wv. Dbn¿∏n-\p-tijw AºXmw Znh-k-amWv ]cn-ip-≤m-flmhv «ol-∑m-cp-sS-

ta¬ Fgp-∂-≈n-h-∂Xpw k` HutZym-Kn-I-ambn DZvLm-S\w sNø-s∏-́ -Xpw. ]cn-ip-≤m-flm-hns‚ {]h¿Ø-\-

ßƒ°v {]m[m\yw \¬Ip∂ Cu Imew, Bfl-i-‡n-bm¬ ]qcn-X-cmb injy-∑m¿ temI-saßpw k©-cn®v

k`mkaq-l-ßƒ°v cq]w-sIm-Sp-Ø-Xns\ A\p-kva-cn-∏n-°p-∂p. ‘«ol’ F∂ hm°ns‚ A¿∞w ‘Abbv°-

s∏-́ -h≥’ F∂mWv. amtΩm-Zo-kmbpw ssXem-̀ n-tj-Ihpw kzoI-cn® F√m-hcpw «ol-∑m-sc-t∏mse ssZh

cm-Py-{]-tLm-j-W-Øn-\mbn Ab-bv°-s∏-́ -h-cmWv F∂ kXyw Cu Imew {i≤-bn¬s∏Sp-Øp∂p.

]g-b-\n-b-a-Øn¬ C{km-tb¬ P\w hnf-sh-Sp-∏n-t\m-S-\p-_-‘n®v BZy-̂ e ka¿∏-W-Øns‚ `mK-

am-bn-́ mWv ]¥-°pkvX Xncp-∂mƒ BtLm-jn-®n-cp-∂-sX-¶n-epw, ]n∂oSv DS-º-Sn-bn-eqsS Ah¿ ssZh-P-\-

am-bn- Xo¿∂-Xns‚ Hm¿Ω-bmbn amdn AXv. BZy DS-ºSn inem-̂ -e-I-ß-fn-emWv Fgp-X-s∏-́ -sX-¶n¬, ]pXnb

DS-ºSn ]cn-ip-≤m-flm-hn-\m¬ a\p-jy-lr-Z-b-ß-fn-emWv ssZhw Bte-J\w sNbvXn-cn-°p-∂-Xv. AXn-eqsS

amtΩm-Zok kzoI-cn® F√m-hcpw ]cn-ip-≤m-flm-hns‚ Be-b-ßfpw ]pXnb ssZh-P-\-amb k -̀bnse AwK-

ß-fp-am-bn-cn-°p-∂p.

Çolm-¡mew

BZn-a-k-̀ -bn¬ {]mcw` IqZm-i-I-fmb amtΩm-Zok, ssÿcy-te-]-\w, hnip≤ Ip¿_m\ F∂nh \¬In-

bn-cp-∂Xv Dbn¿∏p-Xn-cp-∂m-fn-\v Hcp-°-am-bp≈ henb i\n-bm-gvN-bnse kmbm” Xncp-°¿Ω-ß-tfmSv A\p-

_-‘n-®m-bn-cp-∂p. Cu {Iaw Xs∂-bmWv apXn¿∂-h¿°v {]mcw-̀ -Iq-Zm-i-Iƒ \¬Ip-tºmƒ eØo≥ k-̀ -

bn¬ XpS-cp-∂-Xv. {]mcw-̀ -Iq-Zm-i-Iƒ Hcp-an®v \¬IpI F∂ BZn-a-k-̀ -bpsS coXn Xs∂-bmWv F√m ]uc-

kvXy-k-̀ -I-fnepw \ne-\n¬°p-∂-Xv. amtΩm-Zo-km-bn-eqsS Hcp-h≥ anin-lm-bpsS ac-W-Ønepw Dbn¿∏nepw

]¶p-Im-c-\m-Ip-∂p. amtΩm-ZokmPe-Øn-te°v apßp-∂Xv anin-lm-bpsS ac-W-Øn-s‚bpw, sh≈-Øn¬ \n∂v

Dbcp∂Xv Ahn-SpsØ Dbn¿∏n-s‚bpw Hm¿Ω \¬Ip-∂p. amtΩm-Zo-km-bn-eq-sS, D∞m-\-Øns‚ ^e-amb

]pXp-Po-h-\n¬ ]¶p-]-‰p∂ F√m-hcpw ]m]-Øn\v acn®v anin-lm-bn¬ ]pXnb hy‡n-I-fmbn cq]m-¥-c-s∏-

S-Ww. Dbn¿∏p-Im-esØ BZy BgvN ]pXp-Xmbn amtΩm-Zok kzoI-cn® ‘]pXp{InkvXym-\n-’I-fpsS BgvN-

bmbn IW-°m-°-s∏-Sp-∂p.

]¥-°pkvX Xncp-∂mƒ XpS-ßn-bp≈ Ggv BgvN-I-fmWv «olm-°m-ew. ]¥-°pkvX F∂ ]Z-

Øns‚ A¿∞w AºXv F∂m-Wv. Dbn¿∏n-\p-tijw AºXmw Znh-k-amWv ]cn-ip-≤m-flmhv «ol-∑m-cp-sS-

ta¬ Fgp-∂-≈n-h-∂Xpw k` HutZym-Kn-I-ambn DZvLm-S\w sNø-s∏-́ -Xpw. ]cn-ip-≤m-flm-hns‚ {]h¿Ø-\-

ßƒ°v {]m[m\yw \¬Ip∂ Cu Imew, Bfl-i-‡n-bm¬ ]qcn-X-cmb injy-∑m¿ temI-saßpw k©-cn®v

k`mkaq-l-ßƒ°v cq]w-sIm-Sp-Ø-Xns\ A\p-kva-cn-∏n-°p-∂p. ‘«ol’ F∂ hm°ns‚ A¿∞w ‘Abbv°-

s∏-́ -h≥’ F∂mWv. amtΩm-Zo-kmbpw ssXem-̀ n-tj-Ihpw kzoI-cn® F√m-hcpw «ol-∑m-sc-t∏mse ssZh

cm-Py-{]-tLm-j-W-Øn-\mbn Ab-bv°-s∏-́ -h-cmWv F∂ kXyw Cu Imew {i≤-bn¬s∏Sp-Øp∂p.

]g-b-\n-b-a-Øn¬ C{km-tb¬ P\w hnf-sh-Sp-∏n-t\m-S-\p-_-‘n®v BZy-̂ e ka¿∏-W-Øns‚ `mK-

am-bn-́ mWv ]¥-°pkvX Xncp-∂mƒ BtLm-jn-®n-cp-∂-sX-¶n-epw, ]n∂oSv DS-º-Sn-bn-eqsS Ah¿ ssZh-P-\-

am-bn- Xo¿∂-Xns‚ Hm¿Ω-bmbn amdn AXv. BZy DS-ºSn inem-̂ -e-I-ß-fn-emWv Fgp-X-s∏-́ -sX-¶n¬, ]pXnb

DS-ºSn ]cn-ip-≤m-flm-hn-\m¬ a\p-jy-lr-Z-b-ß-fn-emWv ssZhw Bte-J\w sNbvXn-cn-°p-∂-Xv. AXn-eqsS

amtΩm-Zok kzoI-cn® F√m-hcpw ]cn-ip-≤m-flm-hns‚ Be-b-ßfpw ]pXnb ssZh-P-\-amb k -̀bnse AwK-

ß-fp-am-bn-cn-°p-∂p.
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]{¥≠v A∏-kvtXm-e-∑m-cpsS Xncp-∂m-tfm-Sp-IqSn Bcw-̀ n-°p∂ ssIØm-°mew km[m-c-W-bmbn

Ggv BgvN-Iƒ Dƒs°m-≈p∂p. ‘ssIØ’ F∂ ]Z-Øns‚ A¿∞w ‘th\¬’ F∂mWv. A∏-kvtXm-e-

∑m-cpsS t{]jn-X-{]-h¿Ø\ ^e-ambn cq]w-sIm≠ k` hf¿∂v hep-Xmbn ^ew ]pd-s∏-Sp-hn-°p-∂-Xns\

Cu Imew {]tXy-I-amw-hn[w A\p-kva-cn-°p-∂p. CXv k -̀bpsS hf¿®-bp-sSbpw ^e-ti-J-c-W-Øn-s‚bpw

ka-b-am-Wv. th\¬°m-eØmWv hnf-sh-Sp∏pw ^e-ti-J-c-Whpw \S-Ø-s∏-Sp-I. k -̀bpsS hnizkvX ^e-

ß-fmb c‡-km-£n-Isfbpw hnip-≤-scbpw Cu Ime-L-́ -Øn¬ khn-ti-j-amw-hn[w A\p-kva-cn-°p-∂-Xn-

eq-sS, Ah-cpsS al-\ob amXrI A\pI-cn-®p-sIm≠v A\p-Zn\ Pnhn-X-Øn¬ anin-lmbv°v km£yw hln-

°p-hm\pw bYm¿∞ am\-km-¥-c-Øn-eqsS \√ ^e-ßƒ ]pd-s∏-Sp-hn-°phm\pw k`ma°ƒ°v km[n-°-

W-sa∂v Cu Imew Hm¿Ω-s∏-Sp-Øp-∂p. CXns\ ^em-K-a-Im-e-sa∂pw hnti-jn-∏n-°m-dp-≠v.

Ipcn-ins‚ hnP-bhpw anin-lm-bpsS al-Xz-]q¿Æ-amb c≠m-asØ BK-a-\hpamWv Cu ImesØ

{][m\ Nn¥-Iƒ. sk]v‰w-_¿ 14-̨ mw XobXn BN-cn-°p∂ Ipcn-ins‚ ]pI-gvN-bpsS Xncp-∂m-fns\ tI{µo-

I-cn-®mWv Cu Imew kwhn-[m\w sNbvXn-cn-°p-∂-Xv. anin-lm-bpsS c≠m-asØ BK-a\w Ipcn-i-S-bm-f-tØm-

Sp-IqSn Bbn-cn°pw (a-Øm 24,30) F∂ hnizmkw BZn-a-k-`-bn¬ {]_-e-am-bn-cp-∂p. AXpsIm≠mWv

Ipcn-in-te°v Nn¥-I-fp-b¿Øn AXns‚ i‡n-sbbpw hnP-b-sØbpw al-Xz-sØ-bpw Ip-dn®v [ym\n-°p-

hm≥ klm-b-I-amb hn[-Øn¬ Cu Ime-Ønse {]m¿∞-\-Ifpw KoX-ßfpw {Ia-s∏-Sp-Øn-bn-cn-°p-∂-Xv.

ssI¯m-¡mew

Gen-b-þ-Éo-h-þ-aq-i-¡m-e-§Ä

]{¥≠v A∏-kvtXm-e-∑m-cpsS Xncp-∂m-tfm-Sp-IqSn Bcw-̀ n-°p∂ ssIØm-°mew km[m-c-W-bmbn

Ggv BgvN-Iƒ Dƒs°m-≈p∂p. ‘ssIØ’ F∂ ]Z-Øns‚ A¿∞w ‘th\¬’ F∂mWv. A∏-kvtXm-e-

∑m-cpsS t{]jn-X-{]-h¿Ø\ ^e-ambn cq]w-sIm≠ k` hf¿∂v hep-Xmbn ^ew ]pd-s∏-Sp-hn-°p-∂-Xns\

Cu Imew {]tXy-I-amw-hn[w A\p-kva-cn-°p-∂p. CXv k -̀bpsS hf¿®-bp-sSbpw ^e-ti-J-c-W-Øn-s‚bpw

ka-b-am-Wv. th\¬°m-eØmWv hnf-sh-Sp∏pw ^e-ti-J-c-Whpw \S-Ø-s∏-Sp-I. k -̀bpsS hnizkvX ^e-

ß-fmb c‡-km-£n-Isfbpw hnip-≤-scbpw Cu Ime-L-́ -Øn¬ khn-ti-j-amw-hn[w A\p-kva-cn-°p-∂-Xn-

eq-sS, Ah-cpsS al-\ob amXrI A\pI-cn-®p-sIm≠v A\p-Zn\ Pnhn-X-Øn¬ anin-lmbv°v km£yw hln-

°p-hm\pw bYm¿∞ am\-km-¥-c-Øn-eqsS \√ ^e-ßƒ ]pd-s∏-Sp-hn-°phm\pw k`ma°ƒ°v km[n-°-

W-sa∂v Cu Imew Hm¿Ω-s∏-Sp-Øp-∂p. CXns\ ^em-K-a-Im-e-sa∂pw hnti-jn-∏n-°m-dp-≠v.

Ipcn-ins‚ hnP-bhpw anin-lm-bpsS al-Xz-]q¿Æ-amb c≠m-asØ BK-a-\hpamWv Cu ImesØ

{][m\ Nn¥-Iƒ. sk]v‰w-_¿ 14-̨ mw XobXn BN-cn-°p∂ Ipcn-ins‚ ]pI-gvN-bpsS Xncp-∂m-fns\ tI{µo-

I-cn-®mWv Cu Imew kwhn-[m\w sNbvXn-cn-°p-∂-Xv. anin-lm-bpsS c≠m-asØ BK-a\w Ipcn-i-S-bm-f-tØm-

Sp-IqSn Bbn-cn°pw (a-Øm 24,30) F∂ hnizmkw BZn-a-k-`-bn¬ {]_-e-am-bn-cp-∂p. AXpsIm≠mWv

Ipcn-in-te°v Nn¥-I-fp-b¿Øn AXns‚ i‡n-sbbpw hnP-b-sØbpw al-Xz-sØ-bpw Ip-dn®v [ym\n-°p-

hm≥ klm-b-I-amb hn[-Øn¬ Cu Ime-Ønse {]m¿∞-\-Ifpw KoX-ßfpw {Ia-s∏-Sp-Øn-bn-cn-°p-∂-Xv.
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Xmt_m¿ ae-bnse anin-lm-bpsS cq]m-¥-cn-I-c-W-amWv (aØm 17,1˛8) Cu ImeØv G‰hpw {]m[m-

\y-tØmsS A\p-kva-cn-°p∂ c£m-I-c-kw-̀ -hw. anin-lm-bpsS c≠m-asØ BK-a-\-Øns‚ {]Xo-I-am-bn-́ mWv

Ahn-SpsØ cq]m-¥-co-I-c-WsØ ImWp-∂-Xv. cq]m-¥-co-I-c-W-k-a-bØv Gen-bmbpw tamibpw Ahn-Sp-

tØm-Sp-IqSn D≠m-bn-cp-∂p. aninlmbpsS c≠masØ BKa\Øn\p apºmbn Genb {]Xy£s∏Spsa∂

Nn¥ ss__nƒ A[n-jvTn-X-amWv (aem 4,5). AXp-sIm-≠m-bn-cn°mw al-Xzo-Ir-X-\mb anin-lm-bpsS {]Xo-

I-amb …oh \Sp-hn¬ hc-Ø-°-hn[w Genb-̨ -…o-h-̨ -aq-i-°m-e-ßƒ cq]-s∏-́ -Xv. temIm-h-km-\w, ac-Ww,

Ah-km-\-hn[n F∂o Imcy-ß-sf-°p-dn®v Nn¥n-°p-hm\pw AXn-\-\p-kr-X-ambn Pohn-XsØ {Ia-s∏-Sp-Øp-

hm\pw Cu Imew klm-bn-°p∂p. ]nim-Nns‚ {]tem-̀ -\-ßƒs°-Xnsc Pm{KX ]pe¿Øn, ]m]-tØmSv

hnS ]d™v, Pohn-X-hn-ip-≤o-I-cWw {]m]n-°m\pw anin-lm-bpsS al-Xz-]q¿Æ-amb BK-a-\sØ {]Xym-i-

tbmsS t\m°n ]m¿Øn-cn-°m\pw Cu Ime-ßƒ k`m-a-°sf {]m]vX-cm-°p-∂p.

Bcm-[-\-{I-a-h-’-c-Ønse Ah-km-\sØ \mev BgvN-I-fmWv ]≈n-°q-Zm-i-°m-ew. aninl Xs‚

aW-hm-́ n-bmb k`sb hnip-≤o-I-cn®v ]nXm-hmb ssZh-Øn\v ka¿∏n-°p-∂-Xns\ A\p-kva-cn-®p-sIm≠v CXns\

k`m-k-a¿∏-W-Imew F∂pw hnfn-°p-∂p. ]≈n°pZm-i-°m-esØ BZysØ Rmb-dm-gvN-bmWv k`m-{]-Xn-jvT-

bpsS A\p-kva-cWw \S-°p-∂-Xv. bpKm-¥y-Øn¬ k` kz¿§ob Pdp-ktew BIp-∂ aW-h-d-bn¬ Xs‚

hc\mb anin-lmsb I≠p-ap-́ p-∂p. a\p-jym-flm-hm-Ip∂ aW-hm-́ nbpw aW-hm-f-\mb anin-lmbpw a\p-jy-i-co-

c-am-Ip∂ aW-h-d-bn¬ kºq¿Æ sFIy-Øn¬ BIp∂ Ah-ÿ-bmWv c£m-I-c-N-cn-{X-Øns‚ ]cn-k-am-

]vXn. Cu kz¿§ob A\p-̀ -h-Øns‚ ap∂m-kzm-Z-\-amb hnip≤ Ip¿_m-\-bn¬ ]¶p-tN¿∂p-sIm≠v {]Xo-£-

tbmsS {]bmWw sNøp-hm≥ Cu Ime-sØ-°p-dn-®p≈ Nn¥ \sΩ i‡-cm-°p-∂p.

Npcp-°-Øn¬, anin-lm-bpsS a\p-jym-h-Xmc cl-ky-Øn¬ ]¶p-tN¿∂p-sIm≠v ssZh-P\w Bcw-̀ n-

°p∂ hnizm-k-Xo¿∞m-S\w kz¿§-Øn¬ ssZha\pjy sFIy-Øns‚ \nXy-ku-̀ m-Ky-Øn¬ ]q¿Øn-bm-Ip-

∂p. Cu A\p-̀ -h-Øn-te°v hnizm-kn-Isf \bn-°p∂ kz¿§ob ]mX-bmWv Bcm-[-\-{I-a-h-’-cw.

]Ån-¡pZm-i-¡mew

Xmt_m¿ ae-bnse anin-lm-bpsS cq]m-¥-cn-I-c-W-amWv (aØm 17,1˛8) Cu ImeØv G‰hpw {]m[m-

\y-tØmsS A\p-kva-cn-°p∂ c£m-I-c-kw-̀ -hw. anin-lm-bpsS c≠m-asØ BK-a-\-Øns‚ {]Xo-I-am-bn-́ mWv

Ahn-SpsØ cq]m-¥-co-I-c-WsØ ImWp-∂-Xv. cq]m-¥-co-I-c-W-k-a-bØv Gen-bmbpw tamibpw Ahn-Sp-

tØm-Sp-IqSn D≠m-bn-cp-∂p. aninlmbpsS c≠masØ BKa\Øn\p apºmbn Genb {]Xy£s∏Spsa∂

Nn¥ ss__nƒ A[n-jvTn-X-amWv (aem 4,5). AXp-sIm-≠m-bn-cn°mw al-Xzo-Ir-X-\mb anin-lm-bpsS {]Xo-

I-amb …oh \Sp-hn¬ hc-Ø-°-hn[w Genb-̨ -…o-h-̨ -aq-i-°m-e-ßƒ cq]-s∏-́ -Xv. temIm-h-km-\w, ac-Ww,

Ah-km-\-hn[n F∂o Imcy-ß-sf-°p-dn®v Nn¥n-°p-hm\pw AXn-\-\p-kr-X-ambn Pohn-XsØ {Ia-s∏-Sp-Øp-

hm\pw Cu Imew klm-bn-°p∂p. ]nim-Nns‚ {]tem-̀ -\-ßƒs°-Xnsc Pm{KX ]pe¿Øn, ]m]-tØmSv

hnS ]d™v, Pohn-X-hn-ip-≤o-I-cWw {]m]n-°m\pw anin-lm-bpsS al-Xz-]q¿Æ-amb BK-a-\sØ {]Xym-i-

tbmsS t\m°n ]m¿Øn-cn-°m\pw Cu Ime-ßƒ k`m-a-°sf {]m]vX-cm-°p-∂p.

Bcm-[-\-{I-a-h-’-c-Ønse Ah-km-\sØ \mev BgvN-I-fmWv ]≈n-°q-Zm-i-°m-ew. aninl Xs‚

aW-hm-́ n-bmb k`sb hnip-≤o-I-cn®v ]nXm-hmb ssZh-Øn\v ka¿∏n-°p-∂-Xns\ A\p-kva-cn-®p-sIm≠v CXns\

k`m-k-a¿∏-W-Imew F∂pw hnfn-°p-∂p. ]≈n°pZm-i-°m-esØ BZysØ Rmb-dm-gvN-bmWv k`m-{]-Xn-jvT-

bpsS A\p-kva-cWw \S-°p-∂-Xv. bpKm-¥y-Øn¬ k` kz¿§ob Pdp-ktew BIp-∂ aW-h-d-bn¬ Xs‚

hc\mb anin-lmsb I≠p-ap-́ p-∂p. a\p-jym-flm-hm-Ip∂ aW-hm-́ nbpw aW-hm-f-\mb anin-lmbpw a\p-jy-i-co-

c-am-Ip∂ aW-h-d-bn¬ kºq¿Æ sFIy-Øn¬ BIp∂ Ah-ÿ-bmWv c£m-I-c-N-cn-{X-Øns‚ ]cn-k-am-

]vXn. Cu kz¿§ob A\p-̀ -h-Øns‚ ap∂m-kzm-Z-\-amb hnip≤ Ip¿_m-\-bn¬ ]¶p-tN¿∂p-sIm≠v {]Xo-£-

tbmsS {]bmWw sNøp-hm≥ Cu Ime-sØ-°p-dn-®p≈ Nn¥ \sΩ i‡-cm-°p-∂p.

Npcp-°-Øn¬, anin-lm-bpsS a\p-jym-h-Xmc cl-ky-Øn¬ ]¶p-tN¿∂p-sIm≠v ssZh-P\w Bcw-̀ n-

°p∂ hnizm-k-Xo¿∞m-S\w kz¿§-Øn¬ ssZha\pjy sFIy-Øns‚ \nXy-ku-̀ m-Ky-Øn¬ ]q¿Øn-bm-Ip-

∂p. Cu A\p-̀ -h-Øn-te°v hnizm-kn-Isf \bn-°p∂ kz¿§ob ]mX-bmWv Bcm-[-\-{I-a-h-’-cw.
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ssZh-a-l-Xz-¯n-\mbn 
69 hÀj-§Ä:

amÀ tP¡_v A§m-Sn-b¯v 
k]vXXn \nd-hn-te¡v

jn°mtKm kotdm ae-_m¿ cq]-Xm-≤y-£≥ am¿ tP°_v Aßm-Sn-bØv ssZh-

a-l-Xz-Øn-\mbn ka¿∏n-°-s∏´ 69 h¿j-ßƒ ]q¿Øn-bm°n, HIvtSm-_¿

26 \p Fgp-]Xmw hb- n-te°v {]th-in-®p. Fd-Wm-Ipfw Pn√-bnse s]cn-b-

∏pdw {Kma-Øn¬ 1945 HIvtSm-_¿ 26-˛\v Aßm-Sn-bØv De-l-∂m≥˛-a-dn-bmΩ

Zº-Xn-I-fpsS aI-\mbn P\n® tP°-_v kvIqƒ hnZym-`ym-k-Øn-\pw, skan-\mcn

]cn-io-e-\-Øn\pw tijw 1972 P\p-hcn A©mw XobXn ]mem cq]-X-bpsS {]Ya

sa{Xm≥ am¿ sk_m-Ãy≥ hb-en¬ ]nXm-hns‚ ssIh-bv∏n-eqsS ]utcm-lnXyw

kzoI-cn-®p. ]mem cq]-X-bnse IpS-°-®n-d, Acp-hn-Øp-d, Aºmd\n-c-t∏¬, ssa\¿

skan-\mcn F∂n-hn-S-ß-fn¬ AP-]m-e\ ip{iqj \n¿h-ln®p.

1984˛¬ Ata-cn-°-bn¬ AP-]m-e\ ip{iq-jbv°v FØn-bXp apX¬

\mfn-Xp-hsc ssZhw `c-ta¬]n® DØ-c-hm-Zn-Xz-ßƒ ssZh-a-l-Xz-Øn-\mbn hniz-
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kvX-X-tbmsS \nd-th‰n F∂ Nmcn-Xm¿∞y-amWv Ign™ ap∏Xp h¿jsØ Ata-cn-°-bnse

Xs‚ AP-]m-e\ ip{iq-j-sb-∏‰n A`n-hµy ]nXm-hn\v ]d-bm-\p-≈-Xv. ssZhw X∂ PohnXw

ssZh-a-l-Xz-Øn-\mbn ka¿∏n®p F∂-XmWv am¿ tP°_v ]nXm-hns‚ PohnX hnPb

cl-kyw. CXns‚ hy‡-amb {]Im-i-\-amWv sa{Xm-\-SpØ ip{iqjbv°mbn A`n-hµy ]nXmhv

kz¥-am-°nb BZ¿i-hmIyw: ‘AXyp-∂-X-ß-fn¬ ssZh-Øn\p al-Xzw’. 2001-̨ ¬ Nn°mtKm

kotdmae-_m¿ cq]-X-bpsS A≤y-£-\mbn DØ-c-hm-ZnXzw Gs‰-SpØ \mfp-ap-X¬ Xs‚

AP-]m-e\ ip{iq-j-bn-eqsS cq]-Xbv°v ssIh-∂n-´p≈ t\´-ßƒ ssZh-a-l-Xz-Øn-\mbn

]nXmhv sNbvX henb Imcy-ß-fpsS Pohn-°p∂ km£y-ß-fm-Wv.

Ata-cn-°-bnse kotdm-a-e-_m¿ k`mw-K-ß-fpsS hnizmk kz]v\-ßƒ km£-XvI-cn-

°p-hm≥ {]Xn-Iqe kml-N-cy-ßƒ°n-S-bnepw tP°_v ]nXm-hn\v km[n-®p. 2001-̨ ¬ shdpw

c≠v CS-h-I-Ifpw Bdp anj-\p-I-fp-ambn Bcw`w Ipdn® Nn°mtKm kotdm-a-e-_m¿ cq]X

]Xn-aq∂p h¿j-ßƒs°m≠v t\Sn-bn-cn-°p∂ hf¿® A¤p-X-I-c-am-Wv. C¥y-bpsS aq∂n-

c´n hen-∏-ap≈ Ata-cn-°-bn¬ kotdm-a-e-_m¿ hnizm-kn-Iƒ IpSn-tbdn ]m¿Øn-cp∂ \K-c-

ß-fnepw, {Kma-ß-fnepw sNs∂Øn CS-hI ssZhm-e-b-ß-fpw, anj-\p-Ifpw ÿm]n®v k`m-

k-aq-l-ßƒ°p cq]w \¬IpI F∂Xv A{X Ffp-∏-ap≈ Imcyambncp-∂n-√. F¶nepw

hnim-e-amb cq]-X-bpsS Hmtcm `mKØpw ]d-s∂-Øp-∂-Xn\pw, ]≈n-Iƒ ÿm]n-°p-∂-

Xn-\pw, sshZn-Isc \ntbm-Kn-°p-∂-Xn-\pw, Aßs\ cq]-Xsb icn-bmb Zni-bn¬ \bn-°p-

∂-Xn\pw Ign-™Xv ssZhIr] H∂v am{X-am-sW∂v Aßm-Sn-bØv ]nXmhv hniz-kn-°p-∂p.

cq]-Xm-≤y-£s‚ t\Xr-Xz-Øn¬ cq]-X-bpsS hf¿®-bv°mbn AXy-[zm\w sNøp∂ _lp-am-

\-s∏-́  sshZn-I-cp-sSbpw, amXr-k-̀ -bpsS hf¿®-°mbn A¿∞-hpw, ka-bhpw Nne-h-gn-°p∂

]Xn-\m-bnc IW-°n\v A¬amb ktlm-Z-c-ß-fp-sSbpw, A£o-W-amb {]b-Xv\-Øn-s‚bpw

]cn-{i-a-Øn-s‚bpw ^e-ambn cq]-X-bv°v C∂v hSt° Atacn°-bpsS hnhn[ `mK-ß-fn-

embn 35 CS-h-I-Ifpw 37 anj-\p-I-fp-ap-≠v.

hnizmkPo-hn-X-Øn-epw, kz`mh cq]o-I-c-W-Ønepw, Iq´m-b-a-bn-ep≈ hf¿®-bnepw

CS-hI ssZhm-e-b-Øns‚ {]k-‡nbpw, {]m[m-\yhpw Xncn-®-dn-™-Xp-sIm-≠mWv Ata-cn-

°-bpsS hnhn[ `mK-ß-fn¬ kotdm-a-e-_m¿ ssZhm-e-b-ßƒ ÿm]n-°p-hm≥ Aßm-Sn-bØv

]nXm-hns‚ t\Xr-Xz-Øn¬ _lp-am-\-s∏´ sshZn-I-cpw, Aevamb ktlm-Z-c-ßfpw ap∂n-́ n-d-

ßn-b-Xv. ssZhm-e-b-ßƒ kz¥-am-bp≈ kotdm ae-_m¿ kaq-l-ß-fn¬ k`mw-K-ß-fpsS

Xnc°v A¤p-Xm-h-l-am-Wv. Ip´n-I-fp-sSbpw bph-P-\-ß-fp-sSbpw apXn¿∂-h-cp-sSbpw hnizm-

k-cq-]o-I-c-W-Ønepw, IpSpw-_-ßƒ XΩn-epw, hy‡n-Iƒ XΩn-ep-ap≈ Dujvaf _‘-ß-
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fpsS \n¿Ωn-Xn-bnepw CS-hI Iq´m-bva-Iƒ thZn-bm-Ip∂p. AXp-sIm≠p Xs∂ CS-h-I-I-

fnepw anj-\p-I-fnepw cPn-Ã¿ sNøp∂ IpSpw-_-ß-fpsS FÆw A\p-Zn\w h¿≤n®p

hcp-∂p.

GI-tZiw Hcp e£-tØmfw hnizm-kn-Iƒ Dƒs°m-≈p∂ cq]-X-bpsS hnhn[ CS-

h-I-I-fnepw, anj-\p-I-fn-ep-ambn 8500 Ip´n-Iƒ hnizmk ]cn-io-e\w \S-Øp-∂p. Ip´n-I-fp-

sSbpw bph-P-\-ß-fp-sSbpw IpSpw-_-ß-fp-sSbpw cq]o-I-c-W-Øn-\mbn hyXy-kvX-ß-fmb

]cn-]m-Sn-Iƒ Bkq-{XWw sNø-s∏-Sp-∂p. \nkzm¿∞-X-bp-sS-bpw -A¿∏W at\m`m-h-

Øn-s‚-bpw apJ-ap-{Z-bp-ambn hnizmk ]cn-io-e-\-cw-KØv ip{iqj sNøp∂ 1300-̨ ¬ ]cw

hnizmk ]cn-io-e-I¿ tXmΩm-«o-lm-bn-eqsS e`n® hnizmkm\p-̀ hw Cfw-X-e-apdbv°v ]I¿∂p-

sIm-Sp-°p-∂-Xn¬ _≤-{i-≤-cm-Wv. hnhn[ k\ymk kaq-l-ß-fn¬s∏´ _lp-am-\-s∏´ kntÃ-

gvkns‚ tkh\w hnizmk]cn-io-e\ cwKØv hne-a-Xn-°m-\m-hm-Ø-Xm-Wv.

cq]-X-bpsS F√m CS-h-I-I-fnepw anj-\p-I-fnepw `cW \n¿h-lW kan-Xn-bmb

]mcojv Iu¨kn-ep-Iƒ kPo-h-am-Wv. Ip´n-Iƒ°pw bph-P-\-ßƒ°p-ambn F√m CS-h-I-

I-fnepw Cw•o-jn¬ hn. Ip¿_m-\-b¿∏Ww \S-Øp-∂p. cq]-Xbv°v th≠n Ct∏mƒ 68

sshZn-I¿ ip{iqj \n¿h-ln-°p-∂p. cq]-X-bnse Aevamb kwL-S-\-I-fmb Fkv.-Fw.-

kn.-kn. hnsa≥kv t^mdw, acn-b≥ atZ-gvkv, hn≥sk‚v Un. t]mƒ, {^m≥kn-kv°≥ aq∂mw

k`, bqØv At∏m-Ã-te-‰v, anj≥ eoKv F∂nh CS-h-I-I-fn¬ kPo-h-am-Wv. cq]-X-bnse CS-

h-I-I-sfbpw, anj-\p-I-sfbpw `cW \n¿∆-l-W-Øn-\mbn H≥]Xp s^mtdm-\-I-fpsS Iogn-

em-°n-b-Xv, AP-]m-e\ ip{iq-j-Iƒ°v DW¿∆pw Imcy-£-a-Xbpw \¬Ipw. cq]-X°v D≈n¬

\S-°p∂ [ym\-ßƒ°pw, Bflob ip{iq-j-Iƒ°pw IrXy-amb am¿K-\n¿t±iw \¬In-b-Xn-

eqsS CS-hI [ym\-ßƒ°pw Bflob ip{iq-j-Iƒ°pw \hy-am\w e`n-®p. cq]-Xbv°v

kz¥-amb sshZn-I¿ F∂ e£y-Øns‚ BZy Nph-Sp-Iƒ A\p-{K-l-ambn Bcw-`n®p

Ign-™p. Ata-cn-°-bn¬ Xs∂ P\n®p hf¿∂ F´p bphm-°ƒ cq]-X-bv°p-th≠n Ct∏mƒ

skan-\mcn ]cn-io-e\w \S-Øp-∂p.

cq]Xm `c-W-Øns‚ 13 h¿j-ßƒ A·n-]-co-£-W-ß-fpsS Ime-L´w IqSn-bm-bn-

cp-∂p. ssZhw F√m A\p-̀ -h-ß-fn-eq-sSbpw hgn \S-Øp∂p F∂ `mhm-flI Nn¥-bmWv

cq]-Xm-[y-£-\p-≈-Xv. {InkvXp tI{µo-Ir-Xhpw H∏w a\pjy tI{µo-Ir-X-hp-amb Hcp Bflob

ip{iq-j-bn¬ Ft∏mgpw {InkvXp-hn\v H∂mw ÿm\w \¬Ip-∂-Xn-eqsS hy‡n-Iƒ°pw

H∂mw ÿm\w \¬Ip-hm≥ cq]-Xm-[y-£≥ F∂ \ne-bn¬ am¿ tP°_v Aßm-Sn-bØv
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{i≤n-®p. hnizm-k-tØm-sS-bp≈ {]m¿∞-\-bmWv G‰hpw henb {]h¿Ø\w F∂ Z¿i\

ssh`-h-tØmsS {]m¿∞-\-bpsS {]hm-N-I-\mbn Pohn-°p∂ Hcp A`n-jn-‡-s\-bmWv

A`n-hµy ]nXm-hn¬ ImWp-hm\v km[n-°p-I. ssZh-k-∂n-[n-bn¬ \n∂v A\p-{Klw {]m]n-

°p-hm-\mbn ssZh-Zq-X-\p-ambn a√p ]nSn® ]q¿∆-]n-Xm-hmb bmt°m-_n-s\-t∏m-se,

A`n-hµy tP°_v ]nXmhv cm{Xn-bpsS \o≠ bma-ßƒ Znhy-Im-cpWy Cutim-bpsS apºn¬

Nne-h-gn®v X\n°p `c-ta¬]n-°-s∏-́ n-cn-°p∂ AP-K-W-Øn-\m-h-iy-amb hc-ßƒ tNmZn®p

hmßp-∂p. Xs∂ sa{Xm≥ ip{iq-j-bv°mbn Xnc-s™-SpØ tPm¨ t]mƒ c≠m-a≥ am¿]m-

∏-bpsS Ime-Sn-Isf ]n¥p-S¿∂v, cq]Xm `c-W-Øn¬ t\cn-tS≠n hcp∂ F√m {]Xn-k-‘n-

I-sf-bpw, {]Xn-Iq-e-km-l-N-cy-ß-sfbpw P]-ame F∂ {]m¿∞-\-bn-eqsS ]cn-ip≤ ssZh-

am-Xm-hn\p apºn¬ ka¿∏n®p ]cn-lmcw tXSp-∂ Hcp bYm¿∞ acnb `‡s\ ]nXm-hn¬

ImWp-hm≥ km[n-°pw.

hn. A¬t^m≥km-Ω-tbm-Sp≈ {]tXyI `‡n, a‰p-≈-h-cn¬ \n∂v X-\n°p t\cn-

tS≠n h∂ hna¿i-\-ß-sfbpw Ip‰-s∏-Sp-Ø-ep-I-sfbpw kl-\-ß-sfbpw ka-Nn-Ø-X-tbmsS

kzoI-cn-°p-hm\pw Ahsb ssZh-a-l-Xz-Øn\pw cq]-X-bpsS D]cn \∑-bv°p-ambn ka¿∏n-

°p-hm\pw am¿ tP°_v ]nXm-hns\ i‡-\m-°p-∂p. kl-\-Øn-s‚-bpw, thZ-\-I-fp-sSbpw

hgn-bn-eqsS aptºm´p t]mIp-tºm-gpw, Xm≥ ]cn-]q¿Æ-ambn hnizm-k-a¿∏n-®n-cn-°p∂ ssZhw

Xs∂bpw Xs‚ ip{iq-j-bv°mbn `c-ta¬]n-®n-cn-°p∂ P\-sØbpw ssIhn-Sn√ F∂ Dd®

t_m[yw A`n-hµy ]nXm-hn¬ cqV-aq-e-am-Wv. Xm≥ {]Xymi h®n-cn-°p∂ ssZh-hp-ambn

ImØp--kq-£n-°p∂ kpZr-V-amb _‘-am-Wv, sImS-¶m-‰p-t]mse hcp∂ {]Xn-k-‘n-Isf

XcWw sNbvXv cq]-Xsb e£y-km-Y-\Øv FØn-°p-hm≥ A`n-hµy ]nXm-hns\ {]m]vX-\m-

°p-∂-Xv. {]Xn-k-‘n-Isf ss[cyq-]q¿∆w AXn-Po-hn®v {InkvXp hnizm-k-Øn-\p-th≠n c‡-

km-£nXzw hln® hn. tXmakv A∏-kvtXm-es‚ hnizm-k-Zm¿Vyw, At±-l-Øns‚ t]cn¬

ÿm]n-X-amb Cu cq]-Xsb \bn-°p-hm≥ A`n-hµy ]nXm-hn\v _ew \¬Ip-∂p.

C\nbpw ssZh-a-l-Xz-Øn-\mbn At\I h¿j-ßƒ hn\n-tbm-Kn-°p-hm≥ Bflo-

bhpw, imco-cn-I-hpw, am\-kn-I-hp-amb F√m A\p-{K-l-ßfpw ssZhw {]Zm\w sNøs´

F∂ {]m¿∞-\-tbm-sS, Nn°mtKm kotdm-a-e-_m¿ cq]-X-bpsS Aa-c-°m-c-\mb am¿ tP°_v

Aßm-Sn-bØv ]nXm-hn\v Fgp-]Xmw P∑-Zn-\-Øns‚ F√m-hn[ Biw-k-Ifpw cq]-X-bn¬

ip{iqj sNøp∂ F√m sshZn-I-cp-sSbpw k\y-kvX-cp-sSbpw ssZh-P-\-Øn-s‚bpw t]cn¬

lrZ-b-]q¿∆w t\cp-∂p.
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My dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ,

Although there was a joint pastoral letter of the KCBC on the occasion 

of the canonization of Blessed Chavara and Blessed Euphrasia, I too 

wish to share with you a few thoughts about these saints.

November 23 is a blessed day for the Catholic Church in India, 

especially for the Syro-Malabar Church. On that day Blessed Chavara 

Kuriakose Elias and Blessed Euphrasia Elavathingal will be raised to the 

glory of the altar by a solemn canonization ceremony by Pope Francis. These 

two luminaries become inspiration and light to the modern people who 

have no time to regulate their lives listening to the Word of God, and who 

become distressed and dissatisfied indulging in worldly pursuits. Blessed 

Chavara gives a great example of seeking only the will of God and putting 

it into action, thus combining prayer and action, while trying continuously 

Pastoral Letter
Prot. No. 2075/2014

GEORGE CARDINAL ALENCHERRY, the 

Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church, 

to the Archbishops, Bishops, Priests, Men and 

Women Religious and Lay Faithful of the Syro-

Malabar Church, May the Grace of the Lord be 

with you all!
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to help the needy, motivated by the deep concern for the other. We find a 

‘praying mother’ in Sr Euphrasia who intercedes for others, always remaining 

firmly in the awareness of the presence of God.    

These two Saints are beacons to those who find it difficult to make prayer 

a part of their life. Blessed Chavara and Blessed Euphrasia are the symbols of 

the great Indian Rishis and Gurus who are the spiritual fountain of India, and 

of the great Syrian Fathers who sought God with great fervor of the heart. 

These two Saints are the pride of the Syro-Malabar Church. Great is their role 

to enrich our Church both spiritually and materially. 

One of the greatest contributions of the Syro-Malabar Church to 

the Church in India is the active presence of the Religious of this Church in 

the field of Missionary Apostolate. It is to be remembered with gratitude 

that Blessed Chavara is also one of the founding fathers of the Indigenous 

Religious Congregations in India. Drawing inspiration from Blessed Chavara, 

there are now more than 50 different Religious Congregations serving in 

the various fields of apostolate in the Syro-Malabar Church. Pope Leo XIII of 

happy memory, perhaps foreseeing the future missionary surge in the Kerala 

Church, proclaimed: “Your own sons, O India, will bring you salvation” (Filii 

tui India, administri tibi salutis). It is a matter of great satisfaction for us that 

these three Saints, Alphonsa, Chavara and Euphrasia, who immediately come 

after the first canonized Indian saint Gonsalo Garcia, are the children of the 

Syro-Malabar Church. It is also remarkable that Sr Euphrasia belonging to 

the CMC Congregation, founded by Fr Chavara, is raised to sainthood along 

with the Founder of her religious congregation.  We shall also prayerfully 

remember Martyr Devasahayam Pillai, Blessed Mother Teresa, and the two 

Blesseds from the Syro-Malabar Church, Blessed Mariyam Thressia and 

Thevarparampil Kunjachan.
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The Title of Archdeacon in the administration of the Church of St 

Thomas Christians in India discontinued by the 17th century.  However, 

many centuries later Fr Chavara was designated by the providence of God 

to lead the whole Syro-Malabar Church as its Vicar General for ten years.  

Mar James Kalassery, the then Bishop of Changanacherry wrote that 

“Chavara Kuriakose Elias attained fame in Kerala in various capacities such 

as a man of great virtues, defender of faith, social reformer”.  I reiterate 

what our Synod Fathers recalled: “Blessed Chavara was a great leader of 

renaissance in Kerala, and that their greatest joy is he be considered as the 

son of the Indian Church and the gift of the Kerala Church.” 

Now I would like to remind you once again what my predecessors 

in the Syro-Malabar Church have spoken about Fr Chavara on different 

occasions. In 1996, on the occasion of the 125th death anniversary of 

Blessed Chavara, the then Major Archbishop Mar Antony Cardinal Padiyara 

recalled that “all Bishops, Priests, Sisters and the people of God of our 

Church should reflect about the importance of Blessed Chavara in the life 

of our Church”.  In 2005 on the 200th Birth Anniversary of Blessed Chavara, 

the then Major Archbishop Mar Varkey Cardinal Vithayathil remembered 

him in the common circular issued on the occasion, with the following 

words: “Blessed Chavara was the God-sent reformer to open new paths, 

bringing a new life and energy to the society and the Church, by proposing 

remedies to the religious, social and cultural problems in the 19th century.” 

Pope St. John Paul II when he came to Kerala to declare Fr Chavara 

and Sr Alphonsa Blessed, proclaimed at Kottayam: “Father Kuriakose’s life 

and the lives of his fellow religious were fully dedicated to the service of 

the Syro-Malabar Church. How many apostolic initiatives have blossomed 

under his leadership and inspiration! Schools, Seminaries, Publishing 
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house for the propagation of Catholic values, Home for the destitute and 

dying, Public educational institutions, and Centres for religious education 

are his contributions! He reformed the Syro-Malabar liturgy and spread the 

devotion to the Holy Eucharist and the Holy Family. He greatly encouraged 

and advised Christian families, convinced as he was of the fundamental role of 

the family in the Church and the society. But no apostolic cause was dearer to 

the heart of this great man of faith than that of the unity and harmony within 

the Church. Today the Church publicly acknowledges with love and gratitude 

all his efforts to to resist the threats of disunity and to encourage the clergy 

and faithful to maintain unity with the See of Peter and the Universal Church.”

As we think of the challenges the families face in the modern world, the 

guidelines for family life given by Blessed Chavara in1868, ‘Nalla Appante 

Chaavarul’ (the last words of a good father) is a document that merits serious 

study in the Universal Church. I remember with joy that I was able to distribute 

the copies of this Handbook to all the Synodal Fathers who participated in the 

recent Extra Ordinary Synod on Family Held in Rome in October 2014. 

Blessed Euphrasia who was born in the Eluvathingal family at Kattoor 

in Thrissur district, Kerala in 1877, began her religious life in the Boarding 

house at Koonammavu Convent founded by Fr Chavara. Afflicted with many 

ailments, she was confirmed in her vocation through a revelation from the 

Holy Family. Having received the name ‘Euphrasia of Sacred Heart of Jesus’ 

she continued her religious life in the C.M.C. convent at Ambazhakattu. She 

served as the novice mistress of her Congregation and the Superior of Ollur 

Convent for a short period. The rest of her life was lived out as a ‘praying 

mother’ in union with God in Ollur convent. After her death in 1952 she 

continues to be the mother who brings God’s blessings from heaven.
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Sr Euphrasia was a vessel of love of the Sacred Heart of Jesus whom she 

found out in the tabernacle through the beads of the rosary recited sitting in 

a corner of the convent chapel. She was the consoling light that comforted all 

those who approached her with sorrows and prayer-requests, with the words 

“I will not forget you even after my death” (Marichaalum marakkillatto). She 

wished to be an unknown saint; hence she wanted to avoid every occasion 

that would make her recognized. Wishing only her union with the blessed 

Tabernacle, she confined herself to a corner of the chapel. There the ordinary 

people and children found out this praying mother.

A thanks giving Holy Eucharist to honour these two Saints at the 

National level is scheduled to take place on 29 November at Rajagirivalley 

near Kakkanad. Let us gather there to praise the Lord! I exhort all the children 

of our Church to gather at the tombs of these saints in Mannanam and Ollur 

on 03 and 10 January 2015 respectively to celebrate their First Festal 

Celebration.  We shall make such gatherings occasions for proclaiming our 

solidarity in Christian faith and fellowship. Let the intercession of St Chavara 

and St Euphrasia strengthen us! Let their paths of holiness be the light that 

guides the Universal Church!

Lovingly in Christ Jesus,

George Cardinal Alencherry
Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church

Given from the Major Archiepiscopal Curia of the Syro-Malabar Church  

at Mount St Thomas, Kakkanad, on 14 November 2014.
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My dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ,

Holy Father Pope Francis has announced that 2014 Nov.30-2016 
Feb.2 would be declared as a Year of the Religious. In this context, I 

am presenting a few introductory reflections on Religious Life. May these 
thoughts be helpful to all the reflections, studies and renewal programs that 
would be planned for the celebration of the year!

The religious way of life has been in existence from the early years of 
the Church. Christian monasticism is basically the following of Christ or the 
imitation of Christ. We can understand religious life only in the background 
of a call from God. Religious life is a gift that God the Father has given to the 
Church through the Holy Spirit. Jesus said to the disciples at the Last Supper:  
“You have not chosen me; I have chosen you (Jn.15:16). He calls people to 
follow Him. He wants all those who are called to abandon everything they 
have. What Jesus is saying is that as the basis for discipleship, one has to 
abandon everything that one considers important or as one’s own.

From the early periods of the Church, there were people who had 
dedicated their whole lives to Christ in order to follow Him more freely, 
conforming to the message of the Gospel. Religious life has existed in 
the Church through several ways like leading a Solitary life, Living in the 
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Wilderness, Begging, Leading a Monastic or Religious life etc. Among these, it 
is the communitarian and monsastic lives that have become prominent.

Even though there are some similarities between Christian religious life 
and those of other religions, the differences are many. Detachment from the 
world is a characteristic of Hindu and Buddhist monastic life. Until the middle 
of the 20th C., detachment from worldly matters was also the primary focus of 
the Christian religious life. The awareness behind this religious mind-set was 
that those who follow Christ intimately cannot indulge in worldly pleasures. 
But it began to become clear, once the religious life was understood as Gospel-
based, that along with this detachment, there should be a strong attachment 
to God and to the Kingdom of God. Now Christian religious life is understood 
to be a very zealous life according to the will of God.

Christ is the model for those who follow the religious way of life. He 
came as one who was drinking and eating. He lived as a pauper and lived with 
the poor. In order to follow the will of the Father, he dedicated himself to the 
Father and lived a chaste life. The life that Christ lived was in total obedience 
to the will of God. Hence, the Church considers those who take the vows of 
obedience, poverty and celibacy to be the religious. They are also considered 
to be belonging to the monastic way of life. Second Vatican council  speaks 
about the life style of the religious as consisting in Praying at the top of the 
mountains, Preaching the Kingdom of God, Converting the sinners, Blessing 
children, Doing good to all and Following the will of the Father.

Each religious community has its own special charism. It is their 
founders who have discerned their charisms.  Members of these communities 
accept these charisms and live by them. All these charisms are based on the 
values of the Gospel, preached and witnessed to by Jesus. There are many 
congregations who have accepted some of the following charisms like the 
Proclamation of the Gospel, Education, Ministry to the sick, Protection of the 
orphans etc. These communities have also established many institutions to 



53

carry out these activities. The charitable activities of the Church   become 
evident through the activities of these religious congregations. It is because of 
the great witness given by the religious to the Gospel values that the Second 
Vatican Council affirms that the religious have a special place in the Church 
(Constitution on the Church, 43; Religious Life, 1).

There are religious communities for priests, for celibate men who are 
not priests and for women. There are also celibates living in communities 
who are engaged in missionary activities. These communities sometimes get 
together to engage in activities that are intended for the renewal of their 
religious life. The aim of all the religious is to promote the glory of God, their 
own personal sanctification, the growth of the kingdom of God and the well-
being of all the people in the world.

At the beginning of religious life, the ministry of priests was not thought 
of as an essential factor. Even now, priesthood is not a necessary element for 
religious life. Since most of the members of the men religious congregations 
are priests, there is a prevalent notion that all the religious have to be priests. 
Hence some think that there is something missing in the communities where 
the members are not priests. Since in the religious life, all the members 
whether they be priests or non-priests are equal, the Franciscan religious 
congregations call every one as a brother. Some of these would even elect the 
non-priests as their Superiors. Some of the brothers functions as Ministers 
General among the Franciscan and Capuchins. Religious brothers who are not 
priests just like the religious who are priests follow Christ very intensely and 
offer their lives as witnesses to love. They do not celebrate Holy Qurbana or 
other sacraments as they are not priests. The religious brothers in the Syro-
Malabar Church engage in various pastoral ministries, collaborating with 
priests, the women religious and lay people.

 The Syro-Malabar Church was a thriving ground for religious vocations. 
There are about 5000 religious priests, thirty three thousand religious 
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sisters and 170 religious brothers in the Syro-Malabar Church. But there 
is a slight decrease in religious vocations recently. It is the families that are 
the nurturing place for vocations. The challenges that the families face will 
definitely influence the call to religious vocations. We cannot ignore the fact 
the decrease in Catholic population is seriously affecting the call to religious 
life. Also the derisive comments or deliberate distortion of religious life that 
are taking place in the social media and family gatherings are also causes for 
the decrease in vocations.

Priests and those who are engaged in the faith –formation programmes 
have to encourage the people who opt for religious life and instruct the young 
about the special nature of religious vocations. Parents by nurturing the 
young in Christian virtues have to promote the vocations to religious life. Also 
the religious have to be successful in attracting the young to the religious way 
of life through their own personal examples.

As the Second Vatican council declares, we shall acknowledge and 
encourage the services of the religious who are working in monasteries, 
educational institutions, missionary endeavours through their constant, 
faithful and devoted religious life, befitting the bride of Christ. (LG, 46)

In the year of the Religious, I pray and wish that the services of all the 
children of the Church together with the services of our brothers and sisters 
in religious life may undergo a deep spiritual renewal.

Lovingly in Christ Jesus,

George Cardinal Alencherry
Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church

Given from the Major Archiepiscopal Curia of the Syro-Malabar Church  

at Mount St Thomas, Kakkanad, on 23 November 2014.
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October 2014

4 Sat  Blessed the marriage of Bobby and Jasmine John in Tampa, FL.

5 Sun  Celebrated Holy Qurbana in connection with the Golden Jubilee of  
Rev. Fr. Kenneth at St. Joseph’s Syro-Malabar Church Tampa, FL.

 Evening, visited the Syro-Malabar community in Jacksonville, FL and 
initiated the process for establishing a new mission there.

11 Sat Celebrated memorial Holy Qurbana for Bijai Thanakandathil  
at St. Mathew’s Church Raleigh/Durham, NC.

12 Sun  Celebrated Holy Qurbana at Lourdes Matha Syro-Malabar Church Raleigh/
Durham, NC.

18 Sat Attended the 20th priestly anniversary of Rev. Fr. Tomy Pulianampattayil 
MSFS at Bl. Mother Theresa Syro-Malabar Mission Nashville, TN.

 Visited Bishop David Chobby, Bishop of Nashville at his residence.

19 Sun Celebrated Holy Qurbana at Blessed Mother Theresa Syro-Malabar 
Mission Nashville, TN.

26 Sun Celebrated Holy Qurbana at Mar Thoma Sleeha Cathedral Bellwood in 
connection with the feast of St. Jude and 69th birthday of his Excellecny 
Mar Jacob Angadiath.

November

1 Sat Celebrated Holy Qurbana in connection with the parish day celebration  
at Holy Family Syro-Malabar Church Phoenix, Arizona.

2 Sun Administered the sacraments of First Communion and Confirmation  
at Holy Family Syro-Malabar Church Phoenix, Arizona.

Bishop’s
Diary

Mar Jacob Angadiath
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8 Sat  Consecrated St. Alphonsa Syro-Malabar Church Austin, TX.

9 Sun  Celebrated Holy Qurbana St. Alphonsa Syro-Malabar Church Austin, TX.

10-13  Attended USCCB at Baltimore, MD.

13 Thu  Visited the shrine of St. Elizabeth Seton at Emmitsburg, Maryland.

15 Sat  Inaugurated the CCD Teachers Training Program at Mar Thoma Sleeha 
Cathedral, Bellwood, IL.

16-25 Trip to Rome to attend the canonization of Bl. Chavara Kuriakose and  
Bl. Euphrasia.

26 Wed Participated in the dinner at SVM convent Chicago in connection with the 
25th Priestly anniversary of Rev. Fr. Thomas Mulavanal.

27 Thu Celebrated Holy Qurbana at Mar Thoma Sleeha Cathedral in observance of 
Thanks Giving Day.

28 Fri Celebrated Holy Qurbana at St. Mary’s Syro-Malabar Knanaya Catholic 
Church Morton Grove in connection with 40 hours adoration.

30 Sun Celebrated Holy Qurbana at St. Mary’s Syro-Malabar Church Rockland, NY.

Bishop’s
Diary

Mar Joy Alappatt
October 2014

5 Sun Shifted the residence to Bishop’s House at 372 S. Prairie Ave, Elmhurst, IL.

12 Sun  Visited Toronto, Canada. Attended retreat and celebrated Holy Qurbana 
at the conclusion of the retreat preached by Fr. Xavier Khan Vattayil.

19 Sun Visited the Blessed Kunjachan Mission at Staten Island and  celebrated 
Holy Qurbana in connection with the feast of the patron of the Mission. 
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26 Sun Joined for the Holy Qurbana in connection with the 69th birthday of His 
Excellency Mar Jacob Angadiath at the Cathedral Church. 

November

2 Sun   Visited St. Joseph Syro-Malabar Forane Church at Houston TX and 
celebrated Holy Qurbana at the installation ceremony of the Relic of  
St. Anotny of Padua. 

 Afternoon, visited and celebrated Holy Qurbana at St. Mary’s   
Syro-Malabar Mission  at Pearland, TX.

3 Mon Visited Divine Mercy Syro-Malabar Church and Edinburg, TX and 
celebrated Holy Qurabana.

6 Thu Attended Shalom Victory Retreat at Houston, TX. 

8 Sat  Attended the consecration ceremony of St. Alphonsa Syro-Malabar Church 
Austin, TX.

9 Sun  Visited and celebrated Holy Qurbana at St. Alphonsa Syro-Malabar 
community at Baltimore, MD.

10-13 Attended American Bishops Conference at Baltimore, MD.

16 Sun Attended in the conclusion of the 40 hours adoration at Sacred Heart  
Syro- Malabar Knanaya Church Maywood, IL.

23 Sun Visited and celebrated Holy Qurbana at St. Alphonsa Syro-Malabar 
community at Los Angeles, CA in connection with the canonization of  
St. Chavara Kuriakose.

 Afternoon visited and celebrated Holy Qurbana at St. Chavara Kuriakose 
Syro-Malabar Mission at Bakersfield, CA.

29 Sat Visited and celebrated Holy Qurbana for the Syro- Malabar Catholic 
Community at Cardiff, UK.

30 Sun Visited and celebrated Holy Qurbana for the Syro Malabar Community of 
Clifton Diocese UK on their annual convocation.
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The Year of 
Consecrated Life

Nov 30, 2014 to Feb 2, 2016

Prayer

 O God, throughout the ages you have called women 
and men to pursue lives of perfect charity through the 
evangelical counsels of poverty, chastity, and obedience. 
During this Year of Consecrated Life, we give you thanks for 
these courageous witnesses of Faith and Models of inspiration. 
Their pursuit of holy lives teaches us to make a more perfect 
offering of ourselves to you. Continue to enrich your Church 
by calling forth sons and daughters who, having found the 
pearl of great price, treasure the Kingdom of Heaven above 
all things. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, One God, 
forever and ever. Amen

“The witness that can really attract is that associated with 

attitudes which are uncommon: generosity, detachment, 

sacrifice, self-forgetfulness in order to care for others. 

This is the witness, ‘martyrdom’ of (consecrated) life”.
Pope Francis
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“You are God’s field,
                           God’s Household” (1 Cor 3,9).

Dec 25, 2014 to 
Dec 25, 2015


